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Club Insurance
Your life and well-being are important to the 
Club. Get peace of mind with the Club’s strong 
insurance programs:

•	 Group	Rated	Term	Life	Insurance	 
($10,000–$300,000)

•		Auto	and	Homeowners	Insurance 
Call	Toll	Free	(888)	801-5522
•	 Group	Rated	Spouse	Life	Insurance	

($10,000–$300,000)

•	 Group	Rated	Long-Term	Disability	
•	 Comprehensive	Long-Term	 
Care	Insurance
•	 Cancer	Insurance	($10,000–$50,000)
•	 Group	Rated	Accidental	Death	 
&	Dismemberment	Insurance
•	 Identity	Theft	Plan
•	 Accident	Insurance

Great Ticket Discounts
The	cheapest	tickets	in	town	to	theatres,	
amusement	parks,	and	events!	 
Go	to	www.cityemployeesclub.com	 
or	call	(888)	777-1744

Club Partner Discounts*
Avis Rent-a-Car
Visit	www.cityemployeesclub.com	for 
discount	codes	and	passwords!

1-800-Flowers
Save	15%.	Call	the	Club	for	 
discount	code	and	password!

Office Depot
Save	up	to	40%.	Call	the	Club	to	activate	
your	credit	card.

WallyPark
Show	your	Club	membership	 
card	and	save	30%.
 

*Visit	www.cityemployeesclub.com	 
for more discounts.

Benefits
Club Member2
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Head to the Club store today!

– see PAGe 47

My first thought was, wow, he was way too young.
That’s what I thought when I heard the shock-

ing news that Club Board Member Martín Chavez had 
passed away.

And then I started thinking about how much he gave 
of himself, whether it was through his job in Personnel at 
the Harbor, or managing the annual perfect attendance 
recognition event there, or putting together the Harbor’s 
impressive high school summer internship program. I can 
only imagine how many people were affected by those 
last two activities. They seemed like personal missions of 
his, and when I would see him, which was at least every 
month, he often would be talking about them.

He brought that same dedication to the Club, making 
sure the Club was well represented in the Harbor Dept., 
and in other ways. If you think about it, the Los Angeles 
City Employees Association doesn’t belong to us. It 
belongs to you, the City Employees who believe it in and 
keep it strong. Since 1928, City Employees have banded 
together for the betterment of all of them. That’s what the 
Club is all about.

Martín took that challenge, and that reward, person-
ally. He worked hard to make the Club strong. We will 
all be better off for his dedication, as will City Employees 
in the future. He was too young to pass away, but Martín 
made sure that his years counted. Thank you, Martín 
Chavez, from all of us.

In a way, proof of what Martín believed in was evident 
in the great letter from Club Member Richard Cardenas, 
LAPD. Go ahead and skip a few pages ahead, and read it. 
We’ll wait! The Club offers lots of services, some big, and 
some smaller. Richard talks about one of his favorite Club 
offerings, our cheap movie tickets. Seems pretty simple, 
doesn’t it? Who doesn’t like cheap movie tickets? But 
Richard mentions why they really do matter – he uses 
them to create some family time and to enjoy the world 
more than he normally would be able to. In the business 
world, that’s known as “proof of concept” of the Club. 
And that’s the kind of thing that Martín would have loved 
to hear. The Club might have started in 1928, but it keeps 
City families strong to this day. So great to hear, Richard! 
And keep writing those reviews, even if we can’t print all 
of them each month.

I was also moved when I read this month’s story 
about the annual Fallen Firefighters Memorial ceremony 
at the LAFD Historical Society. Club Counselor Gedina 
Bergstrom did a good job of capturing the emotion of 
what this very special ceremony is all about. The Club is 
a big fan of the work being done by Frank Borden and 
everyone at the historical society.

I can’t finish up here without wishing a great retire-
ment to another good Club Member, Capt. Al Rosario 
of the Port Police. All the best, Capt. Al!

And so we enter November, which is evident by look-
ing at this month’s stories about the holiday happenings 
in the City. Can you believe it? The holidays already! I rec-
ommend you take part in some of these events, especially 
the awesome Victorian Christmas party at the Banning 
Museum in Wilmington. You might not always think of the 
Harbor area for good holiday fun, but the museum always 
looks great at this time of year. When you go, tell Melanie 
Streitfeld we said hi.

As we approach this Thanksgiving, I’m reminded 
of losing my friend and business colleague, Martín, and 
also, more personally, my brother, Ed, who passed away 
earlier this year; we wrote about him in these pages a few 
months ago. Both Martín and Ed were just way too young 
to go. So let’s be thankful for the things that really matter 
– Martín, Ed Hawkins, our families, weddings of friends 
and family, our children, and the time that we spend 
together. It’s so, so precious.

Happy Thanksgiving, everyone.

A Message From the CEO

Thankful for the
Years We Have

by John Hawkins,  
President and CEO, The Club

jhawkins@cityemployeesclub.com

From left: Club CEO John Hawkins with Martín Chavez  
at ClubFest in 2007.
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IMPORTANT
Telephone Numbers

Cecilia Talbot, 
Claims Manager 

The City Employees Club of Los Angeles
Celebrating the Lives of City Employees

Trust the Club’s insurance and claims services when you need them the 
most. Contact an Insurance Counselor today: (800) 464-0452

You probably won’t get to meet Cecilia Talbot and Monica 
Zamudio very often… until you really need them. That’s when their 
service shines. So, to assure you that you are in good hands, from 
time to time Alive! will reprint letters commending the service 
given by Cecilia and her excellent staff.        — Ed.

•	 Accidental	Death	and	
Dismemberment

•	 Term	Life	Insurance

•	 Long-Term	Disability
•	 Long-Term	Care
•	 Cancer	Insurance

•	 Pet	Insurance
•	 Legal	Services
•	 Auto	Insurance

•	 Identity	Theft
•	 Accident	Insurance

It pays when you buy your insurance through the Club! Great rates on:

Monica Zamudio, 
Claims Assistant

Service from the heart... 
 when you need it most.

Your	Club	Insurance	Dollars	at	Work:	

Claims Paid
 Previous 12 Months

Life	Insurance	 $2,470,588

Long-term	Disability	 $1,596,119

Long-term	Care	 $378,951

Cancer	Insurance	 $180,000

Total claims paid to Club 
Members in the last 12 months:   $4,625,659

Club Members’ Praise
“Everything that was done [by the Club’s 
claims service] was on time and in order. You 
were very respectful, very understanding, and 
wanted	to	make	sure	that	everything	was	in	its	
place.	The	book [The Fall of Freddie the Leaf] 
is	a	wonderful	book	to	read	and	is	uplifting.	
Thank	you	for	sending	it	to	me.”	

– Alice Farrar, July 2012

“Your claims service was great. These were 
very difficult circumstances. I appreciate your 
reaching	out	and	following-up	with	me.”	

– Sarah Zannella, July 2012

The Club’s claims service is “very good and 
efficient.	As	difficult	as	it	was	being	faced	with	
emotional distraught, I felt you had been a 
part of my family. Monica Zamudio, you made 
things easier. I would have not received the 
claim without your assistance. My ignorance to 
the	City	benefits	was	partly	my	concern.	Again	
and	again,	I	thank	you	and	include	the	rest	of	
the	staff.”	

– Jane Bawayan, June 2012

The Club’s claims service was “excellent. You 
were fast, on time, polite and understanding. 
You answered all my questions. I loved the 
book	 [The Fall of Freddie the Leaf]. It was very 
heartwarming.”	

– Barbara Guerrero, June 2012

The Club’s  
(800) 464-0452

 
Main Phone Number  

The Club’s  
(213) 620-0398

 
FAX Number 

City Bureau of Sanitation 
(800) 773-2489

 
Bulky Item Pick-up & Recycling
City Employees Benefit Office  (213) 978-1655
City Paymaster  (213) 978-7480
Commuter Services  (213) 978-1593
Deferred Compensation  (888) 457-9460
DWP Credit Union  (213) 580-1690  

or (800) 300-9728
DWP Employees Association  (213) 367-3146
DWP Health Plan & Medicare  (800) 831-4778
DWP Information  (213) 367-4211
DWP Intake Magazine  (213) 367-1361
DWP Paymaster  (213) 367-1106
DWP Personnel  (213) 367-1934
DWP Retirement Plan Office  (213) 367-1712
Engineers and  

(213) 620-6920 Architects Association
Fire and Police Pension System  (213) 978-4545
LACERS (800) 779-8328
LA Federal  

(213) 485-5000 Credit Union 
LA Firemen’s (323) 254-1700 
Credit Union  or (800) 231-1626
LA Fire  (323) 464-2727 
Department Museum
LA Firemen’s (213) 380-2900 
Relief Association
LA Police 

(800) 872-2843 Federal Credit Union
LA Retired Fire   (888) 288-5073 
and Police Association
Local 721  (213) 482-6660
Local 3090 (213) 487-9887 ext. 340
Retired LA City  

(800) 678-4145
 

Employees, Inc. 
Ticket Hotline  (888) 777-1744
Whistleblower/ 

(800) 824-4825
 

Complaint Program 
Worker Compensation  (213) 473-3400

®

Alive! (USPS	PP589),	Volume	11,	No.	11	is	published	monthly,	 
12	times	per	year	by	the	City	Employees	Club	of	Los	Angeles,	 

311	Spring	St.,	Suite	1300,	Los	Angeles,	CA	90013.	 
Alive! editorial offices:	311	Spring	Street,	Suite	1300,	 

Los	Angeles	CA,	90013		•		(800)	464-0452		
sUBscriPtioNs:	Annual	subscription	price	for	Alive! is  
included in the membership dues and is nondeductible. 

PostaGe: Application	to	mail	at	periodicals	postage	prices	 
is	pending	at	Los	Angeles,	CA.

PostMaster:	Send	address	corrections	to	 
Alive!,	City	Employees	Club	of	Los	Angeles,	311	Spring	St.,	 

Suite	1300,	Los	Angeles,	CA	90013.

Alive! staff
John	Hawkins	and	Robert	Larios,  

Managing Editors
John Burnes, Editor

David	Jamgotchian,	JJLA	Associates,	 
Design and Production

the club’s Board
Robyn	L.	Wilder,	President

Fire and Police Pensions

Terry	Carter
Commanding Officer of Property Division, LAPD

Andrew	Virzi	Jr.
Assistant Controller, DWP

Vas	Singh
Revenue Management Division, Office of Finance

insurance services Board
David	Muraoka

LAPD, Retired

Rose	Hyland
Office of the Controller, Retired

Marilyn	Holley
Public Works: Bureau of Sanitation, Retired

November	2012	•	Volume	11	–	No.	11

Alive! is the official publication of the 
city employees club of los angeles

120	West	2nd	Street		 
Los	Angeles,	CA	90012
TELEPHoNE: (800)	464-0452

CoNTACT	US: alive@cityemployeesclub.com	

Alive!	does	not	accept	advertising	from	persons	or	organizations	
believed	to	be	unreliable	or	financially	irresponsible.	Alive! is not 

responsible,	however,	for	the	performance	of	advertisers,	the	delivery	or	
quality	of	their	merchandise	or	services,	or	the	legality	of	any	particular	
program.	Before	making	any	purchasing	decision,	we	recommend	you	
consult	additional	sources	as	needed.	Please	contact	the	Club	if	you	
have	any	bad	experiences	with	an	advertiser.	LACEA	management	
reserves	the	right,	at	its	sole	discretion,	to	refuse	any	advertisement.

Meet the Club Team

Member Services

Administration	
Aging
City	Attorney
City	Clerk
City	Council
City	Employees	Retirement	System
Community	Development	Dept
Convention	Center
Cultural	Affairs
Employee	Relations	Board
Engineering,	Bureau	of	
Environmental	Affairs
Fire	&	Police	Pensions
Housing	Department
Information	Technology	Agency
Library
Los	Angeles	Memorial	Coliseum
Mayor
Neighborhood	Empowerment
Personnel
Planning
Recreation	&	Parks
Status	of	Women
Zoo

angel Gomez
Club Director of Sales

2008	President’s	 
Award	Recipient

Claims

Cecilia	Talbot
Claims Manager

2004	President’s	 
Award	Recipient

Monica	Zamudio
Claims Assistant

2010	President’s	 
Award	Recipient

Katie	Hesseltine
Application  
Coordinator

Jennifer	Shackelford
Application  
Coordinator

Club Store

Rachael	Brecher
Club Store  
Manager

Lupe	Medina
Administrative Service 

Representative 

Megan	Debolt
Club Store Services 

Coordinator

Megan	Evanich
Customer Service  

Associate

Accounting

Leigh	Thompson
Controller

Trinh	Pham
Senior Accountant

Information Technology

Michael	Anderson
Information Technology  

Manager

Alan	Bound
Information Technology   

Programmer

2007	President’s	 
Award	Recipient

Summy	Lam
Director of  
Marketing

2005	President’s	 
Award	Recipient

2011	President’s	 
Award	Recipient

John	Hawkins
President & CEO

Brian	G.	Trent
Chief Financial  

Officer

Robert	Larios
Vice President of Operations, 
 “Sports Dude”, “Chef Larios” 

and “Discount King”

tiffany sy
Member Services 
Counselor, in-house

Noelle Kauffman
Club Member Services 
Counselor

Accounting,	Bureau	of	
Chief	Legislative	Analyst,	office	of	the	
City	Administrative	officer
Community	Redevelopment	Agc
Contract	Administration,	Bureau	of	
Controller,	office	of	the	
Disability,	Department	on	
El	Pueblo	De	Los	Angeles
Emergency	Preparedness
Finance
Harbor
Los	Angeles	World	Airport
Police	(LAPD)
Street	Lighting,	Bureau	of	

arlene Herrero
Club Products Manager

2003	President’s	 
Award	Recipient

Questions? We’re here to help. 
Call between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. weekdays. 

These are the faces behind the Club. Our staff is dedicated to helping our members receive the maximum benefit from 
their membership. If you have questions, concerns or suggestions about your Club, our counselors are ready to help. 

(800) 464-0452

General	Services
Sanitation,	Bureau	of
Transportation

Jackie causillas
Club Member Services 
Counselor

Animal	Services
Building	&	Safety
DWP
Fire
Street	Services,	Bureau	of	

Gedina Bergstrom
Club Member Services 
Counselor

4
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This month at the Club Store  • 120 West 2nd Street • Los Angeles, CA 90012

Get a Free Quote on  
Auto and Homeowners Insurance

APPOInTMenT sCHeDule
Now on Thursdays! The United Agencies reps are appearing  

at the Club Store every other Thursday.

Rosa Calderon 
Personal insurance Agent

Patty Pulido 
Personal insurance Agent

Xavier Rodriguez  
Personal insurance Agent

Contact your united 
Agencies Reps 

(888) 801-5522

Contact your united 
Agencies Reps 

(888) 801-5522

Contact your united 
Agencies Reps 

(888) 801-5522

nov. 8 8:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.
 Rosa Calderon

nov. 29 8:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.
 Patty Pulido

®

note: The Club Store will be closed Nov. 22-23 for Thanksgiving.

question
OF THE MONTH

Fellow ClUB MeMBerS ANSwer THe

– as collected from around the City by your friendly Club Counselors

What’s your favorite  
thing to do the day  
after Thanksgiving?

“Watch  
football.” 

–	officer	III	 
Tony	Perez,	 
LAPD, 
17	years	of	 
City	service

“Soccer.” 

	–	Jose	Aguiar,	
Garage	Attendant,	 
17	years	of	 
City	service

“Go on  
vacation.” 

	–	Delfin	octoman,	
Harbor,	 
8	years	of	 
City	service

“Clean up.” 

 – Chief Charlie 
Beck,	LAPD

“Go shopping.” 

	–	Mario	Garcia,	
Harbor,	 
6	years	of	 
City	service

“Work.” 

	–	Capt.	Eric	Davies,	 
LAPD,	31	years	of	
City	service

“Watch TV and 
eat leftovers.” 

	–	Malti	Sharma,	
Secretary,	 
17	years	of	 
City	service	

“Sleep.” 

	–	Beatrice	Thomas,	
Management	Aide,	
24	years	of	 
City	service

“I’m the first 
in line at the 
bakery to get 
bolillos.” 

	–	omar	Rincon,	
Harbor,	 
7	years	of	 
City	service

“Go on a diet.” 

	–	Dory	Boyd,	 
Harbor,	17	years	 
of	City	service

I would just like to say thank you for helping me take my family to 
the movies more times this summer than I had in previous years. 

This is my first year as a Club Member. I decided to become a 
Club Member in December at the recommendation of fellow Club 
Member Marilou Romney, who told me about the discounted 
movie tickets to various theaters around the Los Angeles area.

Because the tickets were so cheap, I was able to buy a nice 
supply of tickets so my family and I could see a movie or two at 
least once a week. Coming from a person who considers himself 
a big fan of movies, it meant a lot for me to share this time at 
the movies with my family so often this summer. And because 
our theater of choice happens to be by the beach, each movie 
day was filled with extra fun, as we would visit the Aquarium 
of the Pacific, take a relaxing harbor tour, or just enjoy the 
waves as a family.

This summer, we all connected in new and fun ways as a fam-
ily, and being a member of the Club really helped make that happen. Thank you so much for 

the services you offer. They may seem like simple and casual offering sometimes, but it is often 
the simplest of things that make a big difference.

– Richard Cardenas, lAPD

You’re welcome, Richard. We’re delighted you’re using the cheap movie tickets exactly as 
we intended – to support your family. Enjoy! – Ed.

Letters to the Editor
Tell us what you think! talkback@cityemployeesclub.com

LETTERS OF THE MONTH

Alex Dials up savings by 
switching to Club Phone Deal

I switched my service from Verizon 
Wireless to Sprint because of the awesome 
discount I would get with the Club. I am now 
happily saving more than $30 a month on 
my bill. And I am getting more services and 
minutes! The Discount King, Robert Larios 
was very quick to get me set up through the 
Club Website. I also noticed a few other new 
discounts on the discounts page that I am 
going to take advantage!

– Alex Conti, DWP

linda Observes That story on 
Observatory, Dr. Krupp Is Good

The story about a day at the Observatory 
was so very informative. I love the Hall of the 
Eye and the Gottlieb Transit Corridor.

The Griffith Observatory is an icon for the 
world to see. If you live in Los Angeles, you 
have to see it. It is a wonderful place for chil-
dren to experience. Once again, what a great 
story, and if I see Dr. Krupp at the Observatory, 
I am going to ask for his autograph!

 – linda Jones, Retired

Forget Vin and Jack: Real 
Celeb Is Club’s Chef larios

It was great seeing Chef Larios at the 
LAPD Celebrity Golf tournament Oct. 13. He 
was nice enough to come by and visit with 
my family and me between holes number 8 
and 9. There were so many celebrities there 
like Vin Scully, Jack Nicholson, and Cheech 
Marin. We hope to see Chef Larios there 
again next year and thank you again for tak-

ing time to visit – it especially made my kids’ 
days since they immediately knew him!

– Monica Keebler, lAPD

Regular or extra spicy, Cooking 
Column Is the Recipe for quality 

I have to say that, although I had never 
tried making the recipes from Chef Larios, 
I had to give the pasta dish he made in the 
last newspaper a try. Not only did the pic-
tures look amazing and colorful, but when 
I followed his directions the dish came out 
delicious! My kids and wife were asking for 
seconds. I added a little more spice than Chef 
Larios had instructed, but I checked with him 
and he said that it would add much flavor to 
it if I liked it spicy. Boy was he right! Thanks, 
Chef!

– Jorge Damian, General services

Club’s Office Depot Discount Is 
like Traveling With Good Friend

Okay, so I while on my trip to visit family, 
I went to Office Depot in Denver. I bought 
some supplies and paid with my credit card. 
Then the cashier screamed, “Whoa, what a 
discount!” I had no idea that my Office Depot 
discount would work out of state, but I found 
out that the Club discount works at all Office 
Depots nationwide.

I don’t particularly like traveling, but it felt 
as though the Club was traveling with me, 
and there was a sense of comfort in that.

– Tom Giles, lAFD

Affordable Movie Tickets Prove 
That Club Is All About Family

5



Martín Chavez
[1959 - 2012]

Human Resources Officer,  
Port of Los Angeles

Club Board Member
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In Memory of  

    Martín Chavez
[1959 - 2012]

Harbor

The Club is mourning the loss of Martín Chavez, Human 
Resources Officer at the Port of Los Angeles, and Club Board 

Member, who joined the board several years ago and was instru-
mental in supporting the Club and contributing to Alive!

Martín suffered a massive cerebral hemorrhage Sept. 18 and 
passed away Sept. 21.

“Martín was one of the Club’s greatest friends and allies at 
the Port of LA,” said John Hawkins, Club CEO. “For years he 
championed on our behalf, giving us access and inviting us to 
special events.

“Martín’s absence is going to be felt far and wide, especially 
on the Club Board, where he tirelessly helped direct the Club to 
its current destination,” John continued. “We will keep his family 
in our prayers. We really miss him.”

In an autobiography Martín wrote several years ago, he 
said that he enjoyed “making people happy; playing with my 
niece, Regi, and nephew, Matthew; buying a gift for my mother; 
surprising brothers and sisters with things; and sending stuff to 
people.”

Memorial services were held for Martín shortly after  
his death.

Biography
Martín Chavez was born in Los Angeles in 1959. He graduated 

from Cal State Dominguez Hills, receiving a Bachelor of science 
degree in public administration and a Bachelor of arts degree in 
political science in 1981 and a Master’s degree in public admin-
istration in 1983.

He began his career in the City Personnel Department in 
August 1984, moving to the DWP in November 1984, and joining 
the Harbor Department as a Personnel Analyst in 1994. He was 
promoted to Sr. Personnel Analyst in 1987.

Martín was the personnel liaison analyst for Port Police, 
Wharfingers and Risk Management divisions and was the Worker’s 
Compensation liaison working with the Risk Management 
Division, the City Personnel Department and the City Attorney’s 
office tracking and managing work’s compensation issues.

His real strength lay in mentoring the student workers who 
worked at the department in the past 15 years. During the 2000-01 
academic year, Martín created a high school internship program 
with the Wilmington Banning High School International Trade 
Education program. The ITEP program places Banning High stu-
dents in paid summer positions in the department and with local 
employers involved in international trade so they can develop the 
skills necessary to succeed in the workforce.

Martín was also the Program Coordinator for the Harbor 
Department Perfect Attendance program, which recognized 
employees for their exemplary attendance. Martin acted as the 
Master of Ceremonies at the annual luncheon and enjoyed hand-
ing out the prizes to the winners.

Martín served on the Board of Directors of the Los Angeles City 
Employees Association (City Employees Club). He was recog-
nized as Employee Club Representative of the Year in 2011 for his 
work reporting on the accomplishments of Harbor Department 
employees.

Martín was a proud alumnus of Cal State Dominguez Hills. 
He was a four-time President of the Cal State Dominguez Hills 
Alumni Association and served on the Alumni Association Board 
of Directors for more than 15 years.

He received the prestigious Cesar Chavez Community Service 
Award from Cal State Dominguez Hills and was recognized by 
the California State Assembly for his work in the community to 
improve educational opportunities.

At the time of his death, Martín was President of the 
Southern California School Personnel Commissioners Association 
and was Chairperson of the Compton Unified School District 
Personnel Commission. He had been a member of the National 
Medical Enterprises Board of Governors, the Compton Latino 
Chamber of Commerce Executive Board, and served on the Los 
Angeles Unified School District Superintendent’s Committee 
on the Education and Employment of the Disabled, and on the 
Minority Engineering Program Advisory Boards at USC, UCLA and  
UC Irvine.

Family Perspective
Regina Grant, Harbor/Port Police, 

niece of Martín Chavez, remembered 
her uncle in this essay written for 
Alive!:

“The biggest hobby my uncle 
enjoyed was every show or exhibit out 
there. He collected model cars (never 
built any) still new in boxes in his 
garage. He collected coins, buttons, 
pencils, cassettes, records, DVDs, VHS 
tapes, CDs, hats, baseball caps, football 
jerseys, and collectible toys, not to men-
tion anything on a free sample table, 
including key chains, bumper stickers, 
pens, and T-shirts. If it were free he 
would go over to get what he could, 
then send my younger cousins or me 
over. This stuff would usually be for 
someone at the office or elsewhere that 
he knew would enjoy it.

“He enjoyed the theatre. We went 
to the Pantages and the Cerritos Center 
for the Performing Arts. We went to 
the Ford Amphitheater, the Hollywood 
Bowl; we saw all of the Cirque du 
Soleil shows. Went to museums – the 
Natural History museum, the Getty and the Getty Villa, the Science 
Center, the La Brea Tar Pits, and the Griffith Observatory. He went 
to Festival of Arts-Pageant of the Masters. He watched football, 
especially at Serra High and USC. He read a lot and remembered 
everything.

“He liked to go shopping. We always went to the Ontario and 
Lake Elsinore outlets in October for our Christmas shopping. And 
he would joke that if something cost more than $5, he wasn’t 
going to get it.”

The Club thanks Regina for this essay and  
contributions to this feature.

Standing next to Martín’s collection of buttons outside his 
office at the Harbor are (from left) his sister, Sarah; his 
niece, Regina Grant, Harbor/Port Police; and his sister, Elsa. 
The Port of LA gave the wall of buttons to his family.

Martín Chavez was a leader with the 
Port and a great supporter of the Club.

– Tributes, next page
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Martín was a deeply involved and 
devoted alumnus of CSU Dominguez 

Hills. He was loved and cherished by so 
many on campus. Since his passing I have 
had many, many people that I had no idea 
even knew him on campus approach me 
to share a story how Martín touched their 
lives and helped them out. His influence 

and helping nature was felt by so many at 
CSU Dominguez Hills. From students, to 
faculty, to staff... he was truly beloved by 

his alma mater.

Personally, I considered Martín a friend 
and confidant. When I needed help or 

advice from an unbiased person, my first 
call was always to Martín. He could see a 
problem from so many angles that he was 

able to provide the advice to help me make 
a hard decision or find a win-win for those 

involved. He was always able to build 
bridges and find common ground.

To say he will be missed greatly is an 
understatement. On behalf of all the  

stakeholders from his alma mater, our 
thoughts and prayers are with his family 

and everyone he touched. He was  
an incredible person.

– Greg Saks,  
Vice President,  

University Advancement, 
CSU Dominguez Hills

Martín has been an unassuming force 
and pillar of professionalism. He 

was my go-to guy for litigation prepara-
tion. It has been a joy to work with Martín 
throughout my tenure at the Port. He had 
such a generous spirit and cared deeply 

about the students he recruited. He left an 
indelible mark on many who knew him.  

I will miss him!

– Esther Olsen,  
Port of LA

Men’s lives are often measured by 
the tangible things they leave 

behind. The value of their lives is 
assessed in terms of money, assets and 
toys – a net worth of sorts. But the true 
measure of a man’s life is often intan-
gible, invisible to the naked eye. It is 

not until one looks closely that a man’s 
true worth can be uncovered. The ulti-
mate question to be asked is, “Did he 
leave this world a better place than he 
found it?” In my friend Martín’s case, 

the answer is a resounding absolutely! 
He had the Midas touch when it came 
to enriching the lives of those around 
him. I knew him before he ascended 
through the management ranks. He 

never changed by becoming too busy 
or full of self-importance to lend an ear, 
a smile or share a story over coffee. It 

came as no surprise that his family and 
friends, alma mater, his neighborhood, 
his fellow employees and the students 
he loved showed an outpouring upon 

hearing of the extinguishing of the 
bright candle that lit us with his pres-

ence. He leaves a legacy of service, 
dedication and love. I will forever  

miss him.

– Dr. Diana Salas,  
DWP

In Tribute
Upon hearing the news of Martín’s death, many of  
those who knew him sent tributes to be printed in Alive! 
Here are their thoughts.

The Summer 2010 
interns.

The ITEP/Port of Los Angeles Internship 
Program, produced in cooperation with 

the International Trade Education Programs 
(ITEP), meant a lot to Martín Chavez.

To preserve his legacy, ITEP has 
announced that it is creating the Martín 
D. Chavez Scholarship Fund, to support 
the program, which fosters the career and 

college aspirations of the young people in 
the Harbor area.

The Martín D. Chavez Scholarship Fund 
will support career and educational aspira-
tions for seniors and alumni who have 
participated in ITEP’s programs. Martín 
was a key member of ITEP’s Scholarship 

Committee and was adamant that the 
“whole” student be considered, not just 
their GPA. Thus, the scholarship will be 
awarded based on a broad view of the 
applicant’s academic ability, potential, pro-
fessional interest, character, dedication to 
the community and career commitment. 

The Martín Chavez Scholarship

Martín Chavez was a “founding father” 
to my organization, International Trade 

Education Programs (ITEP), providing insight-
ful leadership and passionate advocacy for the 

students with whom we work. He was pivotal in the development and ongoing success 
of the ITEP/Port of Los Angeles Internship Program, which has touched the lives of many 
young men and women in Wilmington. Working with youths wasn’t just a job for Martín, 

it was a driving motivation for life. He was tough and uncompromising, but he always saw 
the diamond inside a lump of coal. He helped each of the interns and student workers with 
whom he worked to see the treasure inside them and do what was necessary to bring forth 

its sparkle. When I came on board with ITEP, Martín became a good friend and thought-
ful mentor to me. He took the long view of things and helped me develop patience — with 
myself and the people around me. His personal and professional reach was amazing, and 

few would consider saying no when Martín picked up the phone to make a request.

ITEP was extremely fortunate to have Martín as a constant advocate for our students and 
our programs. We seek to preserve his legacy through the creation of the Martín D. Chavez 
Scholarship Fund, which will support the career and college aspirations of the young people 

to whom he dedicated his life.

Thank you for allowing me to share this remembrance. He is a much loved and much 
missed member of the ITEP family.

– Amy L. Grat, CEO,  
International Trade Education Programs, Inc. (ITEP)

Martín with Phyllis Ninofranco, Harbor, Club Member.

At the ITEP Awards in August 2011 were, from left: Amy 
Grat, CEO, ITEP; former Banning High School Principal 
Robert Lopez; Martín Chavez; and Gabriela Perez, former 
internship coordinator, Harbor.

Martín presents a “check” at a Harbor perfect attendance event last August. With him 
are (from left) Mark Weisenberger, LaJuan Kennedy and Frank Rendon, Club Member.

Martín presents certificates to “Outstanding 
Personal Development” graduates of his 
esteemed high school internship program 
in 2006. Pictured, from left: Rafael Juarez, 
Stephanie Lopez and Marisol Morales.

Martín with the 2010 graduates of 
the Port/ITEP summer intern program.

Martín speaks at the ITEP Awards, August 2011.
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In Memory of  

    Martín Chavez
[1959 - 2012]

Harbor

Martín with Arlene Herrero, Club Products Manager, and 
John Hawkins, Club CEO, at a Harbor event in 2006.

From the Club

I met Martín about 10 years ago, and 
from the very first day, he always 

made sure everyone (including myself) 
was attended to and well informed.  
He always greeted everyone with 
a smile and was the first person to 

stand by your side if you needed any 
additional help. I will miss him and 

our talks about work and life outside 
the job. We would discuss very com-
plex work procedures, and then the 

next minute start talking about simple 
observations about our turtles and  

their eating habits. 
Martín will be missed. 

Rest in peace, my friend. 

– Angel Gomez, 
Member Services 

Manager

“Much education today is monu-
mentally ineffective. All too often 
we are giving young people cut 

flowers when we should be teach-
ing them to grow their own plants.”  

– John Gardner
Martín lit a fire amongst many of us. 
He caringly passed on much knowl-
edge. I attended the Port Internship 

ceremony the past two years and 
witnessed as each intern presented a 

speech, which always ended by giving 
thanks to Martín for transforming them 
into responsible, well-spoken teenag-
ers. He taught us all to “grow our own 
plants.” He has made a difference in 
the life of far too many to count. My 

heart is saddened to have lost such a 
great man. May he rest in Paradise!

– Jackie Causillas,  
Club Counselor

Martín was always so nice and 
made everyone’s day better.

– Megan DeBolt, 
Club Store Services 

Coordinator

The focus Martín had 
for those around 

him was remarkable. 
He was concerned with 
the development of all 
people, particularly his 
co-workers as human beings and as  

contributors to the City of Los Angeles, 
devoting his life for that pursuit.

Martín’s departure has rattled the foun-
dation of the Club and all who knew 

him as I am witness to the effect of his 
death at the Harbor Department and 

the City of Los Angeles. May his fam-
ily be comforted by the presence of all 

who knew him.

– Robert Larios, 
Vice President of 

Operations

Martín was a great asset  
to the Club and  

the Club’s Board —  
I will miss him greatly.

– Marilyn 
Holley, 
LACEA 

Insurance 
Services 

Board 
Member

I am deeply shocked to hear 
about the passing away 

of Martín, a friend and a col-
league at the Club Board, and I 

extend my sincere condolences to 
his family.

Martín was a very kind, affectionate 
and truly a good person. He was very 
friendly and cordial whenever we met 

at the Club Board meetings.

I pray to God to grant peace and bless-
ings to Martin’s soul and give courage 
to his family to go through this tragic 

time to bear the loss of Martín in 
their lives.

– Vas Singh,  
Club Board 

Member

The Summer 2010 
interns.

 

Martín’s passion for professionalism 
and effective communication will 
be upheld in the requirement of an 
essay, a strong record of community 
service/work experience, as well as 
recommendations and transcript. 

ITEP has already received one 
$10,000 gift to endow this schol-
arship. ITEP welcomes contribu-
tions of any amount to build the 
number of opportunities for young 
people to achieve their career and 
college dreams. Donations may 
be made online at www.itepinc.
org (indicate “Martín Chavez 
Scholarship” in “Restricted Gift” 
box) or send checks to International 
Trade Education Programs, Inc.,  

3786 La Crescenta Ave, Suite 
103, Glendale, CA 91208. Checks 
should be made out to “ITEP” with 
Martín Chavez Scholarship noted 
in the memo section. Any ques-
tions, please contact Amy Grat at 
amygrat@itepinc.org or (818) 421-
4843.

ITEP intends to award one (or 
possibly more) of these scholar-
ships at its 2013 Annual Scholarship 
Dinner, to be held March 20. n

I had the honor of meeting Martín 
while working an event at the 

Harbor. I recall how he went out of his 
way to accommodate the Club in set-
ting up our booth and checked on us 

when he could. Martín genuinely cared 
about the wellbeing of others. Martín’s 

passing is a great loss to us all.

– Tiffany Sy,  
Club Counselor In-House

I’ve known Martín for more than  
10 years and am privileged to be able 

to call him a friend.

We would share stories about dogs: my 
two and his one. I’m sad that I can’t 

just pick up the phone and call him to 
run ideas over or even show him the 

video of my dog walking on the tread-
mill. Despite knowing him for many 

years, he still spelled my name wrong, 
but he chalked it up to my parents 

spelling my name incorrectly and he 
was spelling it the right way. I miss his 

friendship every day.

– Arlene Herrero,  
Club Products Manager

Martín will always be a part of 
our Club family. I remember his 

friendly demeanor the very first time 
I shook his hand at a Board meeting. 
May the God of all comfort surround 
Martín’s family with his tenderness 

and love as they go through this  
difficult time.

– Trinh Pham, Sr. 
Accountant

Martín with Jackie Causillas, Club Counselor, and 
Angel Gomez, Club Member Services Manager, at a 
Harbor Health Fair last month.

Martín brought members 
of his extended family to 
ClubFest 2007, from left: 

Regina, Joseph, Sarina 
and Cochise.

Martín taking the oath of the Club Board at the Club’s 
annual meeting last February. With him were (from left) 

Terry Carter, Vas Singh and Andrew Virzi.

Martín, speaking 
at a Harbor Perfect 

Attendance event 
in July 2011.

Martín Chavez at a 
ClubFest in 2006.

City Employees Club of Los Angeles, Alive!      November 2012    9  



10    November 2012      City Employees Club of Los Angeles, Alive!

THIS MoNTH AT THe

Gift shop 
Holiday 
Preview
sat.-sun., nov. 3-4 

10:30 a.m. – 5:15 p.m.

Get a head start on your 
holiday shopping at the 
fourth annual holiday  
preview. At least 12  
aquatic-themed Christmas 
trees will be trimmed 
to delight all ages with 
themes ranging from 
baby’s first Christmas to 
“man-cave.” There will 
also be an assortment of 
Hanukkah ornaments and 
much, much more!
Your gift purchases are 
also a gift to the Aquarium 
as the CMA Gift Shop is 
operated by the FRIENDS 
of Cabrillo Marine 
Aquarium. Proceeds  
benefit CMA educational 
programs.

(310) 548-7562
Free to browse. 
Parking: $2.

City Owned. City Run. City Proud.

www.cabrillomarineaquarium.org
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support the Cabrillo 
Marine Aquarium! 
Consider joining the Friends of 

Cabrillo Marine Aquarium

(310) 548-7410

www.cabrillmarineaquarium.org/ 
support.asp

A Whale of an Opportunity
Cabrillo Marine Aquarium seeks volunteers for its whale-watching program.

REC AnD PARkS

The Cabrillo Whalewatch program is looking 
for enthusiastic volunteers college-aged or 

older to act as naturalists on whale-watching 
trips and provide whale lectures at schools.

Beginning Oct. 2, Whalewatch training class-
es will be given in the John M. Olguin Auditorium 
at Cabrillo Marine Aquarium. Classes will be 
held every Tuesday from 7 - 9 p.m. through the 
end of March. Upon successful completion of 

training, volunteers will be officially certified 
whale watchers to share information about gray 
whales and other marine life.

Beginning the day after Christmas, the vol-
unteer naturalists will sign up for a schedule 
of whale-watching boats departing from local 
landings in Redondo Beach, Long Beach and 
San Pedro, as well as on-site visits to school 
classrooms.

Cabrillo’s Larry 
Fukuhara on  
a whale-watching 
adventure.

Seeing whales up close is a strong feature of the Baja whale-watching trip.

The Cabrillo Whalewatch program 
is co-sponsored by the Cabrillo Marine 
Aquarium and the American Cetacean 
Society/Los Angeles Chapter. The Cabrillo 
Whalewatch volunteer training classes are 
free. The only requirements for volunteers 
are an interest in the ocean and whales, 
the desire to learn, and the ability to share 
their knowledge with others.

The Cabrillo Marine Aquarium is at 
3720 Stephen M. White Dr. in San Pedro 
and is a Rec and Parks facility, with sup-
port from FRIENDS of Cabrillo Marine 
Aquarium. Information: Larry Fukuhara, 
Program Director, at (310) 548-7562 x223.

Zoo Lioness  
Passes Away
Popular animal dies of natural causes.

ZOO

Story and photo courtesy L.A. Zoo

The Los Angeles Zoo is saddened to 
announce that Cookie, its 23-year-old 

female lion, died in late September. Cookie 
had been under veterinary care for a month 
before her death. Her quality of life had dimin-
ished and zoo staff made the difficult decision 
to euthanize her. Initial necropsy results indi-
cate that Cookie had a cancerous condition 
resulting in her declining condition.

Cookie and her companion, Lionel, arrived 
at the L.A. Zoo in 1997 from the Wildlife 
Waystation in the Angeles National Forest. 
Lionel, a male lion, passed away in April 2011 
at the age of 23.

Cookie’s passing at such an advanced 
age is a testament to the excellent care she 
received at the Zoo, the statement said. Lions 
live much longer in zoos than in the wild due 
to the fact that they do not need to hunt or 
compete with other species for resources.

In 2008, Cookie developed a heart condi-
tion called cardiac tamponade, in which fluid 
builds up in a sac around her heart. This 
prevented her heart from pumping blood 
effectively to the rest of her body. Because of 
this she was very slow to move, didn’t want 
to eat and was not acting her normal self. 
The veterinarians at the Los Angeles Zoo, in 
consultation with physicians from UCLA and 
other veterinarians, elected to resolve the 
situation surgically. Using laparascopes only 
(cameras and surgical instruments on long 
tubes), the team removed a small window or 
piece of the sac so that all the fluid around the 
heart could drain out. This allowed the heart 

to function normally. To the Zoo’s knowledge, 
this was the first time this procedure has been 
performed in a lion, although it is a relatively 
common procedure in dogs and cats. She 
recovered beautifully after surgery and had no 
complications.

Cookie was an animal that zoo-goers 
enjoyed watching. She will be remembered by 
zoo visitors and staff alike.

Cookie the lioness.

A CluB 
CRuIse

Makes a 
great  

holiday  
gift… for 

each other!

– see PAGe 16 
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CITy ReTIRee 
AssOCIATIOns

change of address?
If you change your address, notify Helen Salgado, 
Membership Chair, at (800) 678-4145 Ext. 713, or 
write to her at 8372 Arnett Dr., Huntington Beach,  
CA  92647. Also notify LACERS.

Have News about Yourself?
Contact Mary Beetz, call (800) 678-4145 Ext. 711.

rlacei Upcoming events 
Call (800) 678-4145 Ext. 701 for reservations.

Dec. 6: RLACEI holiday party, noon, Friendship  
 Auditorium

Dec. 9: LARFPA holiday party, 11 a.m.,  
 Sportsman’s Lodge, 12833 Ventura Blvd.,  
 Studio City

rlacei Website
 Hal Danowitz asks you to visit the RLACEI Website at 
www.rlacei.com to find the latest retirement news.  
If you find it helpful, or have suggestions for improve-
ment, call Hal at (800) 678-4145 Ext. 707.

contact lacers
The Los Angeles City Employees Retirement System 
is at 202 W. First Street, Suite 500, (LA Times 
Building), Los Angeles, CA 90012. Hours: 8AM–5PM. 
Phone (213) 473-7200 or (800) 779-8328. Contact 
them to arrange direct deposit of your retirement 
checks, change your tax withholding or beneficiary, 
or for questions about your health plans.
www.lacers.org

Ed Harding, RLACEI President 
www.rlacei.com
Contact him: (800) 678-4145 Ext. 703
E-mail: edwardjharding@rlacei.com

Retired los Angeles City 
employees, Inc. (RlACeI)

DWP Retirees Association
 Dolores Foley, President 
 Phone: (626) 445-7376
 E-mail: vincedolores@gmail.com 
 www.dwpretirees.org

Bill Quinn, President 
Phone: (323) 283-4441
Fax: (626) 285-1461
9521 Las Tunas Dr. #4,
Temple City, CA 91780
www.larfpa.org

los Angeles Retired Fire and 
Police Association (lARFPA)

By ed Harding, 
RlACeI President

On Oct. 4, we had our General 
Meeting and Election of 

Officers.
Nominat ing  Commit tee 

Chairman Neil Ricci presented 
the Directors who were up for re-
election. They were Ed Harding, 
Ken Spiker, Cliff Cannon, Helen 
Salgado, Mary Beetz and Gary 
Mattingly. Neil also introduced 
Director Philip Orland, a newly 
appointed director, who was up 
for re-election after completing 

the term of Director Phil Skarin, 
who resigned last year.

The Members approved the 
re-election of all the Directors. 
They will start a two-year term, 
beginning Jan. 1.

Members enjoyed a great tur-
key sandwich, baked beans, fruit 
salad and chips, not to mention 
the many raffle gifts from RLACEI 
and expensive gift donations from 
the City Employees Club.

I received comments from 
members appreciating LACERS’ 
Assistant General Manager Lita 
Payne and Alex Rabrenovich, 
LACERS’ Chief Health Benefits 

Administrator, for speaking at our 
meetings, keeping our members 
informed on the current status 
of their Pension and Medical 
Benefits, and for answering ques-
tions of concern.

The Executive Board and our 
Directors want to thank you, Lita 
and Alex, for taking time off your 
busy schedule to speak to our 
members.

I also want to thank Club Vice 
President Robert Larios for the 
many gifts donated, and Deborah 
Schroyer, Club Counselor, who 
took pictures for Alive!

Ed Harding

2010	Club	Excellence	 
Award	Recipient

lARFPA

Lee Kebler

By lee Kebler,  
lARFPA Director

This has been a slow month 
for pension activities, but I 

had the honor to attend the annu-
al Memorial Service Oct. 13 at 
the Fallen Fighters Memorial in 
Hollywood for the 94 Firefighters 
who passed away during the past 
year. This event is held during Fire 
Prevention week every year and 
brings back the lifelong memories 
of buddies and friends that you 

met and worked and played with 
during your service to the citizens 
of Los Angeles. There were the 
usual speeches commemorating 
the departed, but Fire Commission 
President Genethia Hudley-Hayes 
gave an outstanding speech as 
she reminisced about her experi-
ences as a Commissioner and 
her admiration of the Firefighters. 
This was a great day, from the 
entrance of the Honor Guard with 
the bagpiper playing “Amazing 
Grace” to the closing, with “Taps” 
being played.

It should be pointed out that 
the LAPD has an equally impres-
sive memorial ceremony at the 
new Police Administration build-
ing in May every year honoring 
their departed. 

Here’s a short reminder to 
make sure that our retirees have 
made their reservations for the 
Christmas Party Dec. 9 at the 
Sportsman’s Lodge.

Remember: Your vote does 
count! Don’t forget to exercise 
that right.

Fallen Firefighters event
In Hollywood Is Moving

RlACeI‘Pension Wars’ Across usA
Tell of unfunded liabilities

Best    
 Years
Best    
 Years
Best    
 Years

The

For Retired Club Members

RlACeI  
legislative Report  
by Michael Karsch

The “pension wars” continue 
across the country, with a 

total of $1.4 trillion in unfunded 
liabilities owed by the states’ pen-
sion systems. Sweeping reforms 
were enacted in Rhode Island, 
considered the most promising 
by Businessweek.com.: retire-
ment ages were raised, pension 
increases were frozen for sev-
eral years, and a new benefit plan 
styled like a 401(k) for new hires 
was implemented. Standard & 
Poor’s dropped its credit rating 
of Illinois (unfunded liability of 
$85 billion) from A+ to A, which 
is just above California, which is 
the lowest in the country by S&P. 

(Moody’s has rated Illinois the 
lowest of the states.) At the same 
time, Moody’s investment rating 
service just placed the general 
obligation bond ratings of Los 
Angeles and San Francisco under 
review for upgrade, reflecting 
their “significant tax bases that 
have demonstrated relative resil-
iency during the economic and 
property market downturns.”

Businessweek.com also 
reported that unions blame 
many states for not contributing 
enough for promised benefits: In 
2010, 17 states set aside no new 
money for pensions; Kentucky 
has not paid its share of pension 
contributions since 2004; over 
the past ten years, Kansas and 
New Jersey haven’t paid their full 
shares, and Illinois did so only 

once in that time.
The Associated Press reported 

on 10 states experiencing pension 
fights, leading with California hav-
ing $165 billion in unfunded lia-
bilities in CalSTRS and CalPERS, 
Illinois with $85 billion, Kansas 
with $9.2 billion, Kentucky 
with $30 billion, Louisiana with  
$18 billion, New Hampshire with 
$4.26 billion, New Jersey with 
$41.7 bil l ion, New York with  
$ 9  b i l l i o n ,  O k l a h o m a  w i t h  
$10.6 billion, and Rhode Island 
with $4 billion. The AP noted that 
New York “has one of the healthi-
er pension systems in the country 
due in part to state law forcing 
them to make annual contribu-
tions to the system.”

Michael Karsch
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ReTIReMenT 
HelPlIne
Who to call? Call the Helpline and reach the  
officers of the Retired Los Angeles City 
Employees, Inc. If you move or change your 
address, contact Helen Salgado. Also notify  
LACERS, ACEBSA and LAFCU. For information 
on problems, activities, meetings or member-
ship. Each officer’s extension is listed below.

City Employees  
Retirement System:  (213) 473-7200

RLACEI Retirement  
Counselors and  
Retiree Helplines  

(800) 678-4145

• Mary Beetz Ext. 711

• Cliff Cannon Ext. 715

• Hal Danowitz  Ext. 707

• Americo Garza Ext. 710

• Edward Harding  Ext. 703

• Michael Karsch Ext. 704

• Gary Mattingly Ext. 702

• Phillip Orland Ext. 709

• Neil Ricci Ext. 714

• Helen Salgado (membership) Ext. 713

• Ken Spiker  Ext. 705

• Tom Stemnock Ext. 708

• Michael Wilkinson Ext. 712

Questions: Ext. 0

RSVP:  Ext. 701

DWP Retirement  
Plan Office (213) 367-1722

RlACeI:
Officers
Hal Danowitz: Secretary/Treasurer

Edward Harding: President

Kenneth Spiker: First Vice President

Tom Stemnock: Second Vice President

Committee Chairpersons
Mary Beetz: Publicity

Hal Danowitz: Finance

Americo Garza: Picnic, Holiday Party and Installation

Neil Ricci: Health and Nominating

Helen Salgado: Membership

Ken Spiker: Legal and Legislative

Tom Stemnock: Audit and Golf

Directors
Mary Beetz

Cliff Cannon

Americo Garza

Michael Karsch

Gary Mattingly 

Phillip Orland 

Neil Ricci

Helen Salgado

Michael R. Wilkinson

The lodge.

One Cruise ends, 
Another Begins
Hal and Co. start a new cruise, from South Africa 
to London. But first, a safari.

Best    
Years
Best    
Years
Best    
Years

The

By Hal Danowitz, 
Secretary, RLACEI

2010	Club	Excellence	 
Award	Recipient

When we made the reservations for 
our Rome to Singapore cruise, 

detailed over the last ten issues of Alive!, 
we also reserved a cruise to begin 
six months later. This second cruise 
sailed from Cape Town, South Africa, 
to London, up the west coast of Africa, 
sailing again on the Ocean Princess. 
Because of the uniqueness of this itiner-
ary we were waitlisted for a mini-suite. 
Don and Myrna, our traveling cousins, 
traveled with us. We really didn’t think 
about the two cruises being only six 
months apart, and it felt like we never 
unpacked.

The itinerary was as follows: Cape 
Town, South Africa; Lüderitz and Walvis 
Bay, Namibia; Cotonou, Benin; Lome, 
Togo; Dakar, Senegal; Mindelo, Cape 
Verde Islands; Santa Cruz de Tenerife, 
Canary Islands; Casablanca, Morocco; 
Cadiz, Spain; Lisbon, Portugal; Le Havre, 
France; and Dover, England.

Since our African safari in 2001 
Evelyn has wanted to redo the experi-
ence, and as we were going to South 
Africa, I agreed that we could spend 
a few days at the safari camp close to 
Cape Town. 

By chance we found out that the 
weekend that we 
would be land-
ing in Dover was 
the Queen’s 60th 
Jubilee, so we 
decided to spend a 
few days in London 
before returning 
home. We would 
experience the 
safari and London 
without Don and 
Myrna.

We left for 
South Africa April 
30. We arrived at 
LAX around 6 p.m. 
using a limo ser-
vice that Evelyn found on Deal of the 
Day, so it was less expensive than nor-
mal. We flew Virgin Atlantic Airlines. I 
tried very hard to use mileage in booking 
our flight to South Africa, but I just could 
not make it work. Our travel agent was 
able to use a consolidator, who booked 
our flight on Virgin Atlantic. We were 

in upper class (the same as first 
class on most airlines) and used Air 
New Zealand’s lounge waiting to 
board (Virgin Atlantic doesn’t have a 
lounge at LAX). We had a four-hour 
layover in London until our flight to 
Johannesburg departed. We then 
would fly to George, on the Garden 
Route northwest of Cape Town, 
where we were going to a safari 
camp for three days. We would then 
drive to Cape Town for one night 
and then board the Ocean Princess 
for our 28-day cruise to London.

The airport lounge was very nice. 
They offered a wide selection of bever-
ages: soft drinks, coffees, beer, wine 
and hard liquor, all free. There was a 
buffet with sandwiches and a number of 
salads. Generally speaking, the lounges 
of foreign carriers are far superior to 
American flag carriers. The decor, food 
and drink and the general atmosphere 
are more upscale. 

We boarded our flight about  
8:30 p.m. Each seat in upper class was 
separate and enclosed. It was very com-
fortable, better than the business class 
on United or the premium economy 
on Air New Zealand. I had eaten in the 

lounge so I skipped dinner and 
had just a drink and cheese plate. 
I watched a movie, and at about 
11:30 p.m. I had them make up 
the bed. The seat flipped over 
and, with the “footstool” extend-
ed, laid flat. The “bed” was about 
seven feet long. They put a pad 

on, to go along with a great quilt and a 
pillow. They even offered us pajamas, 
but we declined. I slept until about 5 
a.m. LA time. During the night I awak-
ened a couple of times and drank from 
my water bottle. You get dehydrated 
flying above 30,000 feet. Evelyn was 
across the aisle and generally slept well 
and long enough to try to make up for 
the time change. The flight to London 
took about 10 and a half hours, but we 
also lost another eight hours and landed 
after “breakfast” at about 3:30 in the 
afternoon local time.

We were connecting through, so we 
did not need to clear immigration and 
were given a “fast pass” to get though 
security. Last year when we were in 
London, they inspected my carryon bag, 
and they did it again this time. They 
emptied everything and checked for 
explosives. I hoped this wouldn’t hap-
pen when we left from here on the way 
home.

We waited in the Virgin Atlantic 
lounge until our flight to Johannesburg. 
The lounge was very comfortable and 
the service was outstanding. We had 
about a three-hour wait until our next 
flight.

A view from the lodge.

The game reserve.
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For Retired Club Members

City employees 
Club of  

los Angeles
Celebrating the Lives  

of City Employees

®

Full Club Membership

Through May 2013, full Club Membership*, including:

• The cheapest tickets in the City– 
 uP TO 70% OFF
• Great Club apparel and gifts

• Group-rated insurance products for purchase

• Club-exclusive events

• E-mail notices about upcoming events and promotions

• Access to Club Website

• And much more!

* After May 2013, members must join the Club and pay the regular 
(reduced) rate for City Retirees to retain Club benefits.

We boarded the next plane about 9 p.m. 
It was the same type of plane, an Airbus 
340-600, as our last flight. After dinner, I slept 
until about 6 a.m. and Evelyn until about 7. 
We landed in Johannesburg at 8:30 a.m. 
on May 2. No matter which way you go, it 
is a two-day trip from Los Angeles to South 
Africa.

This airport was very busy; it’s the gate-
way to all the countries of Southern Africa. It 
took about a half-hour to get though immi-
gration. Next was the adventure of getting 
our bags. My biggest fear was that the airline 
would lose a bag; we had checked four in 
Los Angeles. We were told our checked 
bags would come at station five, no then 
four, no then 10 and finally back to station 
three. As we waited I found one bag and 
then none. The bags stopped coming, and 
we were missing three of them. We were in 
a large area, so I decided to walk around to 
see if I could find them, and I did at the far 
end; I guess they had been taken off the belt. 
The airport staff and Virgin Atlantic were 
very helpful in our search.

Now that we had our bags, I felt better. 
We followed the signs to re-check our bags 
to George and found out that we had to take 
them to the domestic terminal to check in. 
As soon as we left the international terminal, 
we were spotted by two porters who took us 
to the check-in area. They were very helpful 
and made it easy for us, and they were hand-
somely rewarded. One of the things I was 
concerned about when we decided to go to 
the safari camp in George was the amount 
of luggage we would have. Based on our last 
cruise, I knew we would have four heavy 
checked bags, which was okay because we 
were flying upper class on Virgin Atlantic, 
but we were on a smaller plane going to 
George. The travel agent assured me that 
we would not have a problem, and she 
was right.

The plane to George was a high wing 
twin turboprop, which held about 60 pas-
sengers; there were only about 20 on the 

plane. We took off late but made up the 
time and landed in George at 2:45 p.m., 
about a two-hour flight. George is about 
240 miles north east of Cape Town. We 
were going to the Botlierskop Private Game 
Reserve.

After we got all of our bags, we looked 
for our driver with a sign with our name on 
it, whom we could not find. A taxi driver 
helped us by calling the lodge and found 
out that the driver was told that our plane 
was 20 minutes late and decided to look at 
the wreckage of a Lear Jet, which crashed 
nearby about a year ago. He showed up in 
about five minutes very apologetic, so no 
problem. The ride to the lodge took about 
a half hour.

We checked in and met our guide. We 
stayed in tent number 13. To get there we 
were driven in a golf cart from the lodge to 
a dock where there was a boat (more of a 
raft, pulled across a small river by a rope), 

followed by a short walk to our 
tent. The tent was as nice as the 
ones we stayed in on our last safari 
trip in 2001. We had a large room 
with a bigger-than-king-size bed 
and sitting area. The bathroom had 
a large tub, and outside there were 
dual showers. It was fall there, 
and while the days were nice, the 
nights were cold. The bed had a 
heated pad, and there was a heater 
for the tent. From our front porch 
we could see across the river to 
a flat pasture, where there were 
wildebeest and rhinos. The reserve 
was only 3000 hectares, which is 
just less than 7,500 acres, and they had a 
number of different animals. It was a good 
starter for a first safari adventure. 

After we freshened up, we returned 
to the lodge for dinner. The food and ser-
vice were first rate, and we sampled some 

game (zebra steak 
and blue antelope 
steak). Both were 
very good. We were 
told the menu each 
night had nine pro-
teins to choose from. 
You could choose as 

many proteins as you like, along with a 
pre-set menu including at least two appetiz-
ers, soup, a first course, a salad bar, and 
a palate cleanser (a sorbet of some type). 
Then came the proteins of your choice with 
veggies, potatoes or other starch, and then 
finally dessert. Afterward I was stuffed; it 
was great.

We had to be up early the next day for 
our first game drive, so we returned to our 
tent. The goal was to not fall asleep too early 
but be up at 5:30 a.m. With the jet lag and 
the time change, this could be a tall order.

Next month we will start our safari 
adventure.

Our cabin.

Enjoy These Great 

Member Benefits

RETIREES:  

The Alive! newspaper

Your own personal edition of Alive!, 
delivered to you each month. (Sent to 
all RLACEI members in good stand-
ing). Stay connected to RLACEI, and 
to all your Retired City friends, read 
about exciting City projects, take full 
advantage of free Alive! classifieds, 
and much more.

For more information,  
contact the Club:
• talkback@cityemployeesclub.com
• www.cityemployeesclub.com
• (800) 464-0452

Evelyn.

A rhino.

As a member of the City Employees Club of  

Los Angeles, you’ll enjoy these amazing benefits:

Hal on the raft.
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For Retired Club Members

RlACeIlACeRs update

If you have:
n News about yourself, family or 
other retirees that you would like 
to share with our readers, send it 
and we will publish it.
n If you would like to contact a 
former city employee that you met 
or worked with, send your contact 
information and we will publish it 
so they can contact you. 
n Note: Due to our Confidential 
Policy, we do not give out any 
information without authorization.
n Mail information to Mary Beetz 
at 137 Westmont Drive, Alhambra, 
CA 91801 or Email mbeetz4841@
aol.com

L I f E  
A f t E R 

R E t I R E m E n t          

Patsy	and	Rose	
Matarrese	
marked	their	
68th	wedding	
anniversary	
recently.	Patsy	is	
Retired,	General	
Services	and	
Public	Works.

special Achievements
Have you recently achieved something special? Send a high resolution photo and the 

appropriate information to talkback@cityemployeesclub.com

To All November  
Birthday Celebrants

This brings a wish for all
The best a day and year
Can bring for someone

Who should always have
The best of everything!

Thought  
For the Day   

Retirees: Alive! wants to show off your grand-
kids! In an upcoming issue, we intend to 
begin running a small section of retirees and 
their grandkids. So send ’em in! Here’s how:

1. Make sure to have permission from their  
parents. If you send in a photo, Alive! 
assumes you have already received that per-
mission.

2. Photos with you in them are better… but if 
not, that’s okay, too.

3. Make sure you list the names of your grand-
kids.

4. Tell us, in a sentence or two, a little bit about 
them – their school, their accomplishments, 
what they love to do, how proud you are of 
them, etc.

5. Digital photos are best! Send them to:  
talkback@cityemployeesclub.com

Print photos can be sent to:
Grandkids

City Employees  
Club of Los Angeles
120 W. Second St.

Los Angeles, CA  90012
(800) 464-0452 

If you want the print photo returned, make sure you 
write your name and phone number on the back.

Here’s Elsie Reiley, Retired, DWP, with her grandkids. 
“Both Guilianna and Fabian attend Kesterson Elementary 
School in Henderson, NV. They are both active in Scouts 
(Daisies and Bears) and play baseball. Guilianna is also taking 
gymnastics classes. I am so happy and grateful I have them 
in my life and that I am retired, 
where I am able to enjoy them 
and their activities.”

show us your 
Grandkids!

RLACEI: The RLACEI’s 
annual Christmas 

Party and Installation 
of Officers event is 
scheduled for noon 
Thursday, Dec. 6 at the 
Friendship Auditorium, 
3201 Riverside Dr., Los 

Angeles. There will be a light lunch (sandwiches, salad and 
drinks), entertainment and valuable door prizes. You must make 
reservations at least a week ahead: (800) 678-4145, x701. Guests 
welcome. Call one of the officers on the Retirees Helplines. Free 
taxi service can take you from the parking lot to the lodge.

LARFPA: For Retired Fire and Police, your Christmas party 
is scheduled for 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Dec. 9, at 12833 Ventura 

Blvd., Studio City. Contact LARFPA for more information.

Don’t forget to attend 
a retiree party this 

holiday season!

reTIreeS HolIDAy 
PArTIeS IN DeCeMBer

lACeRs Open 
enrollment ends 
november 15

If you wish to enroll in a LACERS 
health plan, change plans, or add 
or delete dependents, you have until 
November 15 to do so. All enroll-
ments, changes, addi-
tions, and deletions are 
for the 2013 calendar 
year. 

If you wish to keep 
your current medical 
and dental plans for 
you and your depen-
dents through 2013, 
no action is required. 
Your current LACERS 
health plan choices will 
remain in effect.

Health Plan 
enrollment Forms 
now Available Online 
or By Calling lACeRs

Because the number of plan-spe-
cific enrollment forms has increased, it 

is no longer cost-effective 
for LACERS to include 
enrollment forms in the 
Health Benefits Guide. 
Health plan forms are 
available by contact-
ing LACERS at (800) 
779-8328, (888) 349-
3996 TDD, or by visit-
ing the Forms section 
of LACERS’ website 
at www.LACERS.org/
retired/forms.html.

eRRP Defrayals of 
Monthly Medical 
Premium Deductions 
end in early 2013

If you are currently receiving a 
defrayal of your monthly medical 
premium payroll deductions through 
LACERS’ participation in the Early 
Retiree Reinsurance Program (ERRP), 
be aware that these defrayals will 
end in early 2013. After that time, your 
deduction will no longer be offset 
by the defrayals and the full amount 
will be deducted from your Monthly 
Retirement Allowance. Consider this 
when selecting a medical plan during 
Open Enrollment as you may experi-
ence an increase in your deductions 
when these defrayals end.

By Mary Beetz,  
RLACEI 
Publicity Chair
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General Meeting 
And Elections

Retirees Association holds annual director elections.

Story and photos by Debbie Schroyer, 
Club Counselor

Retirees met for the Retired Los 
Angeles City Employees, Inc. 

(RLACEI) general meeting Oct. 4 at 
the Friendship Auditorium. A deli-

cious barbecue sandwich lunch was served 
prior to the meeting.

The following Directors were approved  
for next year: Ed Harding, Ken Spiker, Cliff 

Cannon, Helen Salgado, Mary Beetz, Phil 
Orland and Gary Mattingly. The meeting was 
not over until everyone won something from 
the raffle, offering lots of great prizes! 

Don’t forget to share pictures with us of 
your grandkids, as they have special achieve-
ments in their lives or share what you’re doing 
in retirement – The Club wants to know! See 
previous page at bottom.

The Club thanks Ed Harding for the oppor-
tunity to attend and participate in the annual 
meeting.

From left: Tom Stemnock, Audit and Golf Chairman; 
Neil Ricci, Director; and Hal Danowitz, Secretary/
Treasurer, and Alive! columnist.

Raffle prize 
winner Ed 
Etheridge, 
Maintenance, 
23 years of City 
service.

The RLACEI Board of Directors.

From left: Leo Rosen, Civil Engineer, 33 years of City service, Club Member; Norma Rosen; Michael Wilkinson, 
Director; and Ilene Shapiro, 33 years.

From left: Ed Harding, RLACEI President; and the 
Club’s Robert Larios, Vice President of Operations.

From left: Americo Garza, Picnic, Holiday Party 
and Installation Chairman; Ken Spiker, Legal & 
Legislative Chairman; and Phil Orland, Director.

For Retired Club Members

Retirements Here’s a listing of all those who retired from the City  
this month. To all we say, welcome to the Best Years!

nAmE tItLE DEPt YEARS nAmE tItLE DEPt YEARS nAmE tItLE DEPt YEARS 

Adelman,	Andrew	A.	 Supt.	of	Building	 Building	&	Safety	 11
Alexander,	Sheldred	 Comm.	Exec.	Asst.	II	 Planning	 37
Ali,	Migoi	Eli	 Maint.	Const.	Helper	 Public	Works	 16
Amarasena,	Sepala	 off.	Engr.	Tech	III	 Public	Works	 20
Arora,	Mahesh	 Systems	Prog.	III	 Airports	 13
Ayala,	Michael	 Maint.	Laborer	 Transportation	 26
Balvanera,	Armando	 Sr.	Gardener	 Rec	and	Parks	 18
Bauer,	Thomas	E.	 Maint.	Const.	Helper	 Public	Works	 6
Bennett,	Johnetta	 Custodian	 General	Services	 11
Bilderback,	Ryoko	 Geogr.Info.	Spec.	 Public	Works	 27
Burcher,	Mary	Joann	 Pers.	Records	Supv.	 Personnel	 11
Caudillo,	Robert	 Truck	operator	 Public	Works	 33
Cerda,	Jim	 Cement	Fini.	Worker	 Public	Works	 16
Collier,	Robert	G.	 Sr.	Com.	Elect.	Supv.	 ITA	 23
Coronios,	Jeffrey	A.	 Refuse	Coll.	Supv.	 Public	Works	 37
Crawford,	Alfred	 Info.	Sy.	op.	Mgr.	III	 ITA	 34
Dickson,	Nanette	E.	 Clerk	Typist	 LAPD	 16
Douresseau,	Adam	P.	 Maint.Laborer	 Public	Works	 12

Dunbar,	Robert	 Survey	Party	Chief	II	 Harbor	 42
Flick,	John	 Sr.	Mgmt.	Analyst	II	 Transportation	 26
Galang,	Pete	H.	 Ch.	Tax	Compl.	off.	II	 Finance	 17
Grabowski,	Richard	 Truck	operator	 General	Services	 14
Guillory,	Barbara	 Cust.	Supervisor	 Airports	 29
Heil,	Thomas	M.	 Civil	Engr.	Asst.	III	 Public	Works	 9
Hamel,	Glen	Arnold	 Mech.	Repairer	II	 General	Services	 30
Hofsommer,	Paul	L.	 Clerk	Typist	 Public	Works	 38
Hutchinson,	Richard	 Equip.	operator	 Public	Works	 30
Johnson,	Scott	C.	 Wa.	Tmt.	Lab	Mgr.	III	 Public	Works	 10
Josties,	Hans	U.	 Envr.	Engr.	Assoc.	IV	 Public	Works	 28
Koeb,	Barry	Joseph	 Paralegal	 City	Attorney	 13
Landig,	Emmanuel	 Geog.	In.	Sy.	Supv.	II	 Planning	 25
Larson,	Betty	 Airport	Guide	II	 Airports	 1
Leonardo,	Gloria	P.	 Manag.	Analyst	II	 CDD	 25
Lewis,	Reggie	R.	 Floor	Finisher	II	 Rec	and	Parks	 26
Lindley,	Charles	C.	 Land	Surveying	Asst.	 Public	Works	 21
Lopez,	Louise	R.	 Clerk	 Animal	Services	 14

Manocchio,	Larry	J.	 Pr.	Tax	Compl.	ofcr.	 Finance	 25
Margolis,	Sandra	 Property	officer	 LAPD	 21
McGee,	Wayne	A.	 Motor	Swe.	oper.	 Public	Works	 25
McMillian,	Lloyd	A.	 Ref.	Coll.	Trk.	oper.	II	 Public	Works	 23
Miodovski,	Mark	R.	 Sr.	Mgmt.	Analyst	II	 Airports	 26
Monahan,	Michael	 Electrician	 Rec	and	Parks	 40
Nunez,	Robert	 Auto	Body	Rr.	Sup.	II	 LAPD	 30
Sailors,	Melanie	M.	 Manag.	Analyst	II	 Public	Works	 24
Soniega-Armijo,	S.	 Police	Service	Rep	 LAPD	 17
Stevenson,	David	 Back.	Invest.	III	 Personnel	 13
Tanda,	Wayne	K.	 General	Manager	 Transportation	 3
Terry,	Earley	J.	 Air.	Police	officer	II	 Airports	 29
Tso,	Susan	 Clerk	Typist	 Library	 45
Venditto,	Joanne	M.	 Rec	Supervisor	 Rec	and	Parks	 27
Williams,	Linda	F.	 Sr.	Clerk	Typist	 LAPD	 34
Willits,	Deborah	 Sr.	Pol.	Ser.	Rep	II	 LAPD	 33
Womack,	Jeriel	D.	 Clerk	Typist	 Personnel	 24
Wright,	Leo	E.	 Air.	Safety	off.	 Airports	 22

RLACEI

From left: Helen Salgado, Director; and Mary Beetz, 
Director.

15



16    November 2012      City Employees Club of Los Angeles, Alive!

For Retired Club Members

Take the  
Club with you,  
wherever you go! 
Club	members	are	a	well-trav-
eled	bunch.	Bring	your	recent	
copy	of	Alive!	with	you.	Snap	a	
high resolution	photo	with	you	
holding a copy, send it in, and 
we’ll	publish	it.	Send	to:	talk-
back@cityemployeesclub.com

sending Digital 
Photos:
When	you	send	digital	photos	
through	the	Internet,	please	send	
the	full,	original	digital	file	yourself,	
rather than using digital photo soft-
ware	like	Kodak	EasyShare,	Kodak	
Gallery,	Flickr,	etc.	These	programs	
send	very	low-resolution	images,	
and	they	don’t	look	good	in	print.	 
We	want	you	to	look	your	best,	
so send us the original digital file, 
please!	Thanks!

AROunD 
THE WORLDRetireesRetirees

“My	daughter	and	I	recently	returned	from	Russia.	It	was	awesome	and	amazing,	with	so	much	history.”	
– Gina Enrile-Caguiat, Retired, Public Works/Engineering

Russia1

“The	Transfiguration	
(Prevbranzheskaya)	
Church,	a	UNESCo	
World	Heritage	site,	
on	Kizhi	Island.	The	
island boasts a col-
lection of wooden 
houses, windmills 
and	churches.	This	
wooden church was 
built	in	1714	without	
a	single	nail.”

2

At	the	Grand	Canyon,	from	left:	Lorraine Smith, Retired, Management 
Analyst, LAPD,	36	years	of	City	service;	and	Marilyn Moore, Retired, 
Management Analyst,	LAPD,	29	years.

Grand Canyon

®
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Photo by Capt./Paramedic  
Rick McClure, Retired, LAFD

On Sept. 21, a Toyota Camry, 
which had just been involved 

in a three-vehicle accident, caught 
fire. There were no injuries to any 
of the occupants of either vehicle.

Firefighters from Station 75 and  
91 responded. Firefighter Bryan 
Hill (pictured) of Fire Station 75 
pulled the line, waved for water, 
and attacked the fire.

The incident occurred on the 
northbound Interstate 5 in Sylmar.

Car on 
Fire

Action
Heroes
Everyday

in
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AROunD 
THE WORLD

Take the Club with you,  
wherever you go! 
Club	members	are	a	well-traveled	bunch.	Bring	
your	recent	copy	of	Alive!	with	you.	Snap	a	high 
resolution	photo	with	you	holding a copy, send it 
in,	and	we’ll	publish	it.	Send	to:	talkback@cityem-
ployeesclub.com

sending Digital Photos:
When	you	send	digital	photos	through	the	Internet,	
please	send	the	full,	original	digital	file	yourself,	rather	
than	using	digital	photo	software	like	Kodak	EasyShare,	
Kodak	Gallery,	Flickr,	etc.	These	programs	send	very	 
low-resolution	images,	and	they	don’t	look	good	in	print.	
We	want	you	to	look	your	best,	so	send	us	the	original	
digital	file,	please!	Thanks!

2 British Columbia 1 Quebec

“Here	is	a	photo	taken	while	in	Quebec	via	Crystal	Cruise	Lines.”	
– Ron Shepherd, DWP/Fleet Operations

Europe43 north Carolina

“I	took	this	photo	at	the	entrance	to	the	Time	Warner	Cable	Arena	
in	Charlotte,	N.C.	I	was	a	California	Delegate	to	the	Democratic	
Party.	This	event	was	not	only	historical	but	was	a	privilege	and	
honor.	I	had	a	great	experience.	As	a	delegate	I	signed	the	nomi-
nation	form	to	re-elect	President	Barack	obama.”	

– Diana C. Williams,  
Public Works/Street Lighting

Here’s	Alive! editor John Burnes in the 
Yaletown	section	of	Vancouver,	and	his	wife,	
Dearbhla,	in	front	of	Vancouver’s	cruise	port.

“Here	are	some	photos	taken	on	a	recent	vacation	to	Europe.”	– Patrick Tomcheck, Airports

Dubrovnik,	Croatia

Piran,	Slovenia San	Marino

Valetta,	MaltaSpilt,	Croatia

A depiction of the 
Alive! Around the World map 

at Club Headquarters

4

3

1
2
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From left: Det. Darryl Butler, 26 years of City service; Det. 
Carla Zuniga, 25 years, Club Member; Officer Jim Buck,  
23 years; and Det. III Pam Stirling, 25 years.

From left: Ruth Phillips, Sr. CT, 
32 years of City service, and 
Kathryn Quainoe, CT, 32 years.

From left: Reina Gomez, DO, 5 years of City service; Brandon Dorsey, PII, 2 years; 
Marisol Rodriguez, CT, 9 years, Club Member; Marissa Lopez, DO, 5 years; and Sgt. 
Scott Davis, 18 years.

Appreciating  
The Civilians

Police Dept. honors its  
civilian employees at a barbecue.

 

LAPD

Story and photos by Debbie Schroyer, 
Club Counselor

You could see it and hear it – bar-
becue smoke billowing from 

the oversized grill, and disco tunes 
echoing through the courtyard of 

the Police Administration Building for the 
Civilian Appreciation Barbecue, hosted by the 
sworn LAPD employees. The line for food 
extended to the street as the civilian employ-
ees of the Department took the time to catch 
up with former colleagues now assigned to 
different divisions.

This year’s Civilian Appreciation Barbecue 
took place Oct. 10.

October is the LAPD’s Civilian Appreciation 
Month, an opportunity for the sworn police 

officers, from the Chief on down, to recog-
nize and thank their civilian colleagues for 
the work they do throughout the year. Of the 
approximately 13,000 employees of the LAPD, 
approximately 3,000 are civilian.

Civilian employees work in a supportive 
capacity, assisting their sworn counterparts in 
various duties including clerical work, policy-
making, mechanical maintenance, informa-
tion technology, public relations and emer-
gency dispatching. Job titles include Police 
Service Representative, Auto Mechanic, Store 
Keeper, Forensic Fingerprint Specialist, Police 
Administrator, Systems Analyst and Sr. Clerk 
Typist, to name a few.

Prizes were raffled throughout the event.
Thanks go to Det. Moses Castillo for his 

assistance to the Club, for this event.

From left: Wilma De La Cruz, 
Management Aide, 26 years of City 
service, Club Member; and Remy Craig, 
Sr. CT, 18 years.

Dennis Becker, Sr. Asst. 
Analyst II, 22 years 
of City service, Club 
Member.

Booker Ridgeway, Advocate CID, 
17 years of City service, Club 
Member.

Det. Peter Lee, 17 years of City 
service.

From left: Det. Esther Reyes, 20 years of City service; Officer 
Susan Torres, 4 years, Club Member; Det. III Monica Quijano,  
24 years; and Det. Jessamyn Morales, 16 years.

From left: Harvey Castro, Garage Attendant, 23 years of 
City service, Club Member; Terry De Ridder, Equipment 
Mechanic, 4 years; Club Member; and Leon Medina, 
Equipment Mechanic, 10 years.

From left: Rowena Infante, CT., 14 years of City service, Club Member; Kevin Zheu, Sr. Asst. Analyst, 
19 years; Christine Pham, Systems Analyst II, 19 years, Club Member; Michelle Jordan, PSRII,  
15 years; and Joyce Aquino, CT, 26 years, Club Member. Right: Yvonne Vogel, PSR II, 13 years; and 
Rhonda Fleming, PSR II, 13 years, Club Member.

Officer Martha Ibarra,  
17 years of City service.

Tasha Tennell, 
Sr. CT., 6 years of 
City service, Club 

Member, and raffle 
prize winner.

From left: Lt. Robert Miles, 25 years of City service, Det. Patti 
Sutton, 27 years; Officer Chris Delaney, 11 years, Club Member; 
and Officer III Tanya Rodda, 16 years.

Civilian employees gathered ‘round as they waited in the food line.

Rene Gardea, Mgmt. Analyst II, 18 years of City service, 
raffle prize winner; and Det. Supv. Moses Castillo,  
21 years, Club Member.

From left: Gary Martinez, Equipment Mechanic, 23 years of City service, Chris 
O’Bryant, Garage Attendance, 8 years; Sarkis Abrahamian, Sr. Equipment 
Mechanic, 26 years, Tommy Wong, Equipment Mechanic, 14 years, Club 
Member; and Alex Iglesias, Sr. Equipment Mechanic, 23 years.

From left: Vonnie Benjamin, DI., 16 years of City service; Det. 
Esther Reyes, 20 years; Det. Supv. Cleo Guevara, 24 years; and 
Det. Supv. Hugh Vellos, 25 years.

Chief Charlie Beck shares 
his thanks to the civilian 
employees.

Helping to serve food, on right: Dept. Supv. Rose Gaeta,  
17 years of City service.

Det. Karen Zuniga, Det., 25 years of City 
service, helps serve Lorean Soo Hoo, 
Management Analyst II, 27 years, Club 
Member.

From left: Julie Buchwald, Special Investigator, 10 years 
of City service; Sarah Richardson, PPAIII, 6 years, Club 
Member; and Beverly Pitts, 12 years, Club Member.

Stephanie Tan, Criminalist, 2 years 
of City service, raffle prize winner.

From left: Michi 
Slaughter, Sr. CT.,  
9 years of City service, 
Club Member.

From left: Sgt. Tyrone Tennessee, 
7 years of City service, Club 
Member; and David Aguirre, Chief 
Security Officer, 29 years, Club 
Member.

Dennis Flowers, 
Background Investigator, 
10 years of City service, 
Club Member.

From the Club, from left: Jackie Causillas, Member Services 
Counselor; Angel Gomez, Director of Member Services; and 
Arlene Herrero, Products Services Manager.

Employees 
enjoyed the 
tunes.

From left: Angel 
Gomez, the Club’s 

Director of Member 
Services; and Albert 

Kuo, Lab Tech., 
3 years of City 

service, raffle prize 
winner.

From left: Tate Lan, Systems Analyst, 11 years of City ser-
vice; and Gerardo Limtao, Sr. Systems Analyst, 25 years.
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Holiday Happenings

A  Civil War Christmas
Drum Barracks Museum in Wilmington recalls the holidays of yesteryear.

REC AnD PARkS

The community is invited to welcome 
the holiday season by traveling back 

in time at the Drum Barracks Museum, the 
City’s only surviving Civil War-era military 
structure. Experience the holiday as it was 
celebrated in the Civil War era.

The 13th annual “A Civil War 
Christmas” is scheduled for 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Dec. 1 - 2. Guests can travel in 

the height of style on the popular horse-
drawn, holiday-red trolley. Music will fill 
the rooms of the Drum Barracks with 
joyous sounds, and bell ringing will occur. 
An encampment will be set up on the 
museum grounds – visit the camp, and 
learn how Civil War soldiers and their 
families celebrated the holidays. Arts and 
crafts of the era will be taught during 

the weekend, including the decorating 
of a soldier’s Christmas tree. Admission 
to Drum Barracks is free for this special 
event.

2012 marks the 25th year that the 
Drum Barracks is a City facility, 150 years 
since the building was constructed, and 
150 years since the Civil War. Don’t miss 
this special holiday event.

A Civil War Christmas
Dates:  Special event: Dec. 1-2
 Regular hours Tues.-Thurs., and Sat.-Sun. 
 Closed Christmas Day.
Tickets: Free for special event
 (tickets for regular tours:
 $5 suggested donation)
Address: 1052 Banning Blvd., Wilmington
Information: (310) 548-7509 or
        www.drumbarracks.org

Banning Museum Victorian Christmas
When: Friday and Saturday, Dec. 1 – 2
Hours: 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Where: The Banning Museum, 401 E. “M” St., Wilmington.
Cost: Free

Regular museum tours:
Dates: Throughout November and December:
Tues. – Thurs.: 12:30, 1:30 and 2:30 p.m.; Sat. – Sun.: 12:30, 1:30, 2:30 and 3:30 p.m.
Closed Christmas Day
Cost (regular tours): $5 (suggested donation; $1 for children)
Information: (310) 548-2005 or www.thebanningmuseum.org

Victorian Christmas at 
Banning

The Banning Museum to host annual Victorian 
Christmas celebration.

REC AnD PARkS

The community is invited to welcome the 
holiday season at the Banning Museum’s 

Annual Victorian Christmas Celebration and 
Open House, scheduled from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Dec. 1 - 2 at the Banning Museum, 401 E. “M” 
St., in Wilmington.

This free event is open to the public 
and promises to be a weekend to remem-
ber. Visitors will enjoy period entertainment, 
tours of the museum decorated in holiday 
splendor, refreshments, a children’s craft, a 
special exhibit on antique Ohio Valley Pottery 
and a horse-drawn trolley ride between the 
Banning Museum and Drum Barracks Civil 
War Museum. To make the event even more 
fun, this year’s event will feature local food and 
craft vendors, a wreath-making lecture and a 
blacksmith. As a special treat, a Queen Victoria 
re-enactor will receive guests for the two days, 
and Jolly St. Nick will pose for photos with 
the kids.

The Banning Museum is a Rec and Parks 
facility, operated in cooperation with Friends 
of Banning Museum, a nonprofit organization 
whose mission is to “Preserve History, Promote 
Education, and Inspire Entrepreneurial Spirit.”
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Holiday Happenings

15 Years of  
Ice Downtown
Rec and Parks-sponsored holiday ice rink chills things 
down starting Nov. 15.

REC AnD PARkS

Angelenos can “get their glide on” this holi-
day season at Downtown on Ice outdoor 

skating rink. An LA tradition and favorite holi-
day destination, the community rink boasts a 
medley of free events, including a festive holi-
day concert series, a Winter Holiday Festival, 
championship skating exhibitions and “sneak 
preview” performances, broomball games, 
and more.

Celebrating its 15th season for skat-
ing under the sun and stars at picturesque 
Pershing Square, 532 South Olive, the facility 
is open every day (including holidays) from  
Nov. 15 through Jan. 21.

Framed by towering skyscrapers and stun-
ning historical landmarks, the spacious rink 
has become a popular holiday destination for 
families, thanks to sponsorship from Rec and 
Parks and Councilman José Huizar.

Downtown on Ice at Pershing Square is 
easily accessible by car, bus or Metro. An alli-
ance with Metro and Metrolink allows riders to 
receive a $1 skating session discount by show-
ing their Metro transit receipt/pass. Montebello 
Bus lines also features a $1 discount coupon 
available on buses. The convenient stop at 
Pershing Square Station makes getting there 
easy. Underground discount parking is avail-
able with validation.

Downtown 
on Ice

When: Nov. 15 through Jan. 21
Where: Pershing Square, downtown
 at 532 South Olive, across from
 the Millennium Biltmore Hotel
Hours: Monday –Thursday,
 noon – 10 p.m.,
 Fri.-Sun., 10 a.m. – 10 p.m.
 Special holiday hours for
 Thanksgiving, Christmas,
 New Year’s Day,
 Martin Luther King
Day: noon to 10 p.m.
Information: laparks.org/pershing
square/ or call
(213) 847-4970. 
facebook.com/
Pershing 
SquareLA

We want to print pictures from your 
holiday office party in Alive!

It’s

Time
Party Pix

Be a Part of a  
Club Holiday Tradition

take the photos yourself:
Take the photos yourself, and send them in as soon 

as you can. Digital photos are always best. And make 
sure you give us a description of the party: when it was, 
where it was, and if something significant 
happened, let us know that, too.

If there are just a few photos, then email 
them to talkback@cityemployeesclub.com. 
But if there are a lot, then it’s best to burn 
them onto a CD and deliver (or mail) the 
CD to the Club. The address is on the inside 
front cover. Make sure the photos are as high 
resolution as you can make them.

We’ll take your holiday photos for you:
Let us know when your holiday party is, and we’ll 

try to send a photographer. Please note: There are 
more City holiday parties than we can cover, but we 

will try. That’s why it’s best to send in 
your own photos. If you want us to cover 
your party, talk to your Club Rep (Arlene 
Herrero, Angel Gomez, Jackie Causillas, 
Gedina Bergstrom or Noelle Kauffman) or 
email Robert Larios, Club Vice President of 
Operations, at rlarios@cityemployeesclub.
com. We’ll do our best to get to as many 
parties as we can, but we can’t guarantee 
it. But let us know.®

Is your office having a holiday party? Here are two ways to get 
your holiday office party pictures into the January Alive!:

See you at the party!
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Holiday Happenings

Great gifts.
The Club Christmas Tree. 

Toy drive.

They’re all available  
at the Club Store  

this holiday season.

 Start your holidays at 
the Club Store!

The Club Store Is  
Holiday Headquarters!

With activities and lots of great Club  
services, the Club Store is a perfect place  

to start your holiday shopping!

®

Here’s what’s in store for you this Christmas season at the Club Store:

v Gift Central: Buy fantastic Club merchandise that will be great under your tree.
v Movie tickets make great for stocking-stuffers.
v Decorate the Club Tree! When you stop by the Club,  

 write your name on an ornament (provided),  
 representing you or your department,  
 and hang it on our Club Christmas Tree.  
 Join the Club family this holiday.
v Toy Drive: Bring an unwrapped gift  

 to be given away as part of the  
 Club’s Toy Drive. 

The Club Store is located at:
120 West 2nd Street • Los Angeles, CA 90012

All Aboard for 
The North Pole
Travel Town Museum in Griffith Park 
offers its miniature train ride to the 

North Pole.

REC AnD PARkS

For the ninth consecutive year, 
Travel Town Train Museum’s 

Travel Town Railroad in Griffith 
Park is hosting a unique holiday 
event starring Santa Claus and 
thousands of dancing lights and 
beautiful music. On weekends 
from Nov. 24 to Dec. 9, and then 
nightly through Dec. 23, families 
will be able to take a miniature 
train ride to visit Santa at his 
house at the North Pole.

Once they arrive they will 
visit with Santa, get a picture 
with him, if desired, then get 
back on the train to return 
home along a decorated and 
music-filled track. Each child 
will receive a candy cane and a 
special little gift.

While waiting for Santa the 
kids and parents can visit with 
Rudolph and one of Santa’s 
helper elves.

This event is operated by 
Travel Town Railroad in coop-
eration with Rec and Parks. It is  

a wonderful alternative to visits 
to the mall.

Starting at 5 p.m., families 
may enter the museum and 
board the miniature train ride 
at the decorated station. While 
waiting to board they will be 
entertained by a dazzling danc-
ing light show and a special 
corner of the museum where 
snowmen live and it snows all 
the time!

Once aboard, they will trav-
el past the decorated train barn 
and Santa’s Workshop to arrive 
at the North Pole. There they 
will disembark and visit with 
Santa, Mrs. Claus, Rudolph and 
Erin the Elf. Digital photographs 
will be available for $6. Families 
may take their own pictures 
if they wish. After they have 
finished their visit, guests will re-
board the train and travel along 
the decorated quarter-mile of 
track back to the station. The 
Travel Town Museum Gift Shop 
will be open most evenings.

Travel Town 
Train Ride to 
Visit Santa

Dates: Weekends from 
 Nov. 24-Dec. 9, and  
 then nightly through 
 Dec. 23 (weather 
 permitting; trains 
 do not operate in  
 the rain)
Times: 5 until about 8 p.m.
Where: Travel Town Trans- 
 portation Museum, 
 5200 Zoo Dr., 
 Griffith Park
Cost: $7 per person; 
 infants under 18 
 months ride free. 
 (Photos with Santa 
 cost $6 each)
Tickets are available by 
reservation for specific days 
and may be bought at the 
Travel Town ticket booth. 
Tickets will be sold to walk-
ups at the gate until capac-
ity is reached.
Information: 
 (323) 662-9678,  
 www.griffithpark 
 trainrides.com/ 
 content/travel- 
 town-santa-train

Christmas on Parade
City’s holiday parade is set for Nov. 25.

COUnCIL

The Hollywood Christmas Parade, 
sponsored by the City, is sched-

uled for 6 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 25, in 
Hollywood.

The parade, an American tradition 
for more than 80 years, is held tradition-
ally the Sunday after Thanksgiving. It 
will be telecast live locally and through-
out the nation on the Hallmark Channel 
and in national syndication during 
December. Check local listings.

The parade had been known by that 
name for decades. But when it looked 
likely to die five years ago, the City – 
notably Councilmen Eric Garcetti and 
Tom LaBonge, Club Member – took 
charge and restored the parade. The 
name was then changed to Santa’s 
Hollywood Parade. The original name 
reverted back three years ago.

This year, the parade plans to 
work with the Marine Toys for Tots  
campaign.

The parade will feature entertain-
ers, celebrities, marching bands, floats, 
equestrian units, food and some 
reserved grandstand seats, which cost 
$35. General admission is free.

The parade starts on Hollywood 
Boulevard at Orange Street. The 
U-shaped route follows east to Vine 
Street, south to Sunset Boulevard and 
west back to Orange.

The Hollywood 
Christmas Parade
When: 6 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 25
Where: Hollywood, starting at  
 Hollywood Boulevard
 and Orange Street.
 See route, at left.
Cost: Free; grandstand reserved 
 seating is available for 
 $35.
Parking: Hollywood and Highland 
 Center, $2 for first two 
 hours; $10 max.
Metro: Red Line station, 
 Hollywood and Highland.
Information:
 (866) PARADE-1, or 
 thehollywoodchristmas- 
 parade.com
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WIn A
tARgEt 
gIft CARD$25 

    John’s
Picture Perfect
           ContestJohn Hawkins, 

Club CEO

“This shot was taken 
at El Viejo Almacen, 
a famous tango spot 

in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina.”

– Eddie Garcia, 
Airports

John’s comment:  
Eddie, you caught  
this couple at the  
perfect moment!  

A “tango” classic!

“On weekend mornings, it’s not unusual to see hot-air balloons float-
ing over the Antelope Valley. On Sept. 2, I was in my front yard (in 
Lancaster) photographing several of them when I noticed a chase 
vehicle pulling up in front of my house. One of the crew indicated this 
balloon was going to have to land on our street. There was almost no 
wind and the pilot was having difficulty staying airborne. The balloon 
descended and made a perfect landing in my rock planter! In just a few 
minutes, another pilot took over and the balloon was up, up and away. 
This just made my day! I took this picture with my Canon Powershot 
SD1100.”

– Heather Rudin, Retired

John’s comment: Heather, this is absolutely crazy! But so cool, too! 
Thanks for the shot.

“My son Collin, walking along Cape Cod beach at the end of summer.” 

– Demian Wyma, LAPD

John’s comment: Demian, this is truly a Picture Perfect: The bursting 
blue sky, the classic stretch of a Cape Cod beach and little Collin, who 
will never forget that day.

“Shot at Hyperion Treatment Plant with a Canon T3i and 250 mm lens. 
Awesome experience, history in the making!”

– Ollie Veasey, Public Works

John’s comment: Ollie, what an amazing shot. It’s so clear and crisp, 
and you were able to get all three aircraft in perfect formation. Good 
work!

Brothers Greg and Stephen Madrid, who both work for the DWP, 
each took fantastic photos of the shuttle over City Hall.

John’s comment: Two brothers and two great shots of Endeavour 
over City Hall! Thanks, guys!

•	 The	contest	is	open	to	all	Club	members	in	
good	standing.	Non-members	are	welcome	to	
submit,	but	only	Club	members	are	eligible		to	
win	the	monthly	prize.

•	 If	your	photograph	does	not	win,	you	are	wel-
come	to	re-submit.

•	 Winners	are	chosen	by	Club	staff.	All	decisions	
will	be	final.

•	 You	must	certify	(if	asked)	that	you	indeed	
took	the	picture.	No	ringers!

•	 Photos	can	be	submitted	either	on	paper	or		
digitally.	Please	don’t	send	both.

•	 If	you	want	your	print	photo	returned,	please	
write	your	name,	address	and	phone	number	
on	the	back	of	your	photo.

•	 Photos	can	be	of	any	subject	matter:	vacation,	
portraits,	families,	landscapes,	still	lifes,	pets,	
etc.	Subject	matter	must	be	appropriate	for	
Alive!

•	 Paper	prints	can	be	mailed	to:		
Picture	Perfect	Contest,	Alive!,		
City	Employees	Club	of	Los	Angeles,	120	West	
2nd	Street,	Los	Angeles,	CA	90012

•		When	you	send	digital	photos	through	the	
Internet,	please send the full, original digital 
file yourself,	rather	than	using	digital	photo	
software	like	Kodak	EasyShare,	Kodak	Gallery,	
Flickr,	etc.	These	programs	send	very	low-
resolution	images,	and	they	don’t	look	good	in	
print.	

•		We	want	you	to	look	your	best,	so	send	us	the	
original	digital	file,	please!	Thanks!

•		Digital	photos	optimally	should	be	between	
100K	and	2	megabytes	in	size	and	may	be	
e-mailed	to:	pictureperfect@cityemployees-
club.com

•		The	contest	is	all	in	good	fun:	The	Club	cannot	
be	responsible	for	delays	in	delivering	Alive!,	
or	for	delays	in	the	transmission	of	responses.

Rules:

Greg Stephen
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News	from	Sports	Leagues	
sponsored	by	the	City	Employees	
Club	of	Los	Angeles		•			Nov.	2012CLUB SPORTS

Visit	the	Club	Website	for	all	sports	scores,	updates,	and	photos:	
www.cityemployeesclub.com 

Come meet Robert Larios, 
The Sports Dude

Sign up Mondays!
Stop by the Club Store on Mondays  
(8 a.m.–4:30 p.m.) to sign up for  
any upcoming Club sports league!

• Club Soccer League

• Club Basketball League

• Club Softball League

• Running Club

Basketball
Are	you	interested	in	playing	 
basketball?	The	Club’s	next	season	
will	begin	in	approximately	April	2013.	
If	you	have	interest	in	playing,	please	
contact	the	Sports	Dude	at	sports-
dude@cityemployeesclub.com	or	 
call	at	(800)	464-0452.

REGISTRATIOn
OFF
$5

2013 
Firecracker 
10-K and Bike 
Ride Race 
Discount!
The Los Angeles Chinatown Firecracker 
5-K, 10-K, and Bike Ride is extending a 
discount to all Club Members! The Bike 
Ride will be Saturday, Feb. 23, 2013. The 
5-K and 10-K races will be on Sunday, 
Feb. 24, 2013.

A $5 registration discount will apply for 
Club Members registering through Jan. 
19, 2013. Normal registration during this 
period will be $35. Enter discount code 
of “CITY” when registering at  
www.firecracker10k.org

Running and Fitness Club
All	events	are	closed	for	Club	Sponsorships	this	year.	Please	look	in	
the	next	edition	of	the	newspaper	to	see	events	for	2013.

On to the Playoffs!
Softball winds its way toward the championship.
Photos by the Sports Dude and Summy Lam, Club Marketing Director

The	Club	2012	sum-
mer softball season 

is gearing up for a big 
finish, with the follow-
ing teams winning their 
first	games	in	the	play-
offs:	Transformers,	Blue	

Dragons,	Hitmen,	Enforcers,	Guzzlers,	 
and	I’d	Hit	It.	The	Dot-gers	have	also	
made	the	playoffs,	with	a	first-round	bye.	
In	the	next	issue	of	Alive!,	you	will	see	
one team crowned as champions.  
The	Championship	games	are	played	 
at	Downey	Recreation	Center	–	 
1772	N.	Spring	St.,	Los	Angeles.

The	Club	thanks	all	the	teams	for	playing	
this	season	and	congratulations	for	mak-
ing	it	a	wonderful	year:

C

IT
Y EMPLOYEES

LEAGUE
SOFTBALL

Enforcers
Guzzlers
I’d Hit It
Warriors
LAX Jets
Sluggers

The Hitmen
Blue Dragons

Dot-gers
Transformers

Slammers
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SEEN 
  Around Town

By Jennifer Shackelford
Club Application Coordinator

I would like to extend a very hearty and heartfelt “Job well done!” to all of the people 
who helped move this incredible piece of history thru the streets of LA. This was 

an amazing feat of cooperation, determination and dedication. From city employees 
to private companies, from volunteers to the people of Los Angeles, Thank You for 
bringing her home. 

Welcome Home, Endeavour.

New Police Officer
Airport Police swears in Officer Vincent Roddy.

AIRPORTS

Story by Officer Alicia Hernandez, Airport Police;  
Photo by Officer Darrius Lewis, Airport Police

On Sept. 7, Officer Vincent Roddy joined 
the ranks of the Airport Police, follow-

ing graduation from the Los Angeles Police 
Academy downtown.

Roddy was selected as class vice president 
by his academy peers. He was also voted top 
cadet in report writing and in tactical training, 
as well as number two in academics.

Airport Police Chief Michael T. Hyams 
performed the swearing-in ceremony. Also 
in attendance were Asst. Chief Brian Walker, 
Capt. Latasha Wells Amerson, Lt. Edward 
Trahan, and several other Airport Police per-
sonnel. Chief Hyams said, “It is an honor to 
welcome such a high achiever to the Airport 
Police family. His accomplishments are the 
result of his hard work and dedication. I am 
confident he will be a positive addition to our 
agency.”

Officer Roddy is expected to complete a 
six-month Field Training Program specific to 

airport law enforcement under the guidance of 
a Field Training Officer before being assigned 
to Patrol Services Section.

From left: Airport Police Chief Michael Hyams, Officer 
Vincent Roddy and Asst. Chief Brian Walker.

CHeAP 

CHeAP 

CHeAP 

CHeAP 

CHeAP.

Buy  
Club movie 

tickets –  
the cheapest 
in the City!

– see PAGe 45  

FOR TICKeTs
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 share your moments!
Did you get married? Have a baby? Get a promotion? We want to hear from you. Share your news with the 

world! Send all notices and high resolution photos with the appropriate information to talkback@cityemploy-
eesclub.com or send paper notices and print photos to: Alive!, 120 West 2nd Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012

Lillian	Hope	Lawrence,	
born	Aug.	30	to	Ross	
and	Erin	Lawrence	in	
Los	Angeles.	Ross	is	a	
Management	Analyst	II,	
DWP,	with	12	years	of	
City	service;	and	Erin	is	a	
Utility	Buyer,	DWP,	with	6	
years	City	service.

Births
Have a photo of a recent newborn? Send photo and the appropriate information to  

talkback@cityemployeesclub.com

special Achievements
Bobby	and	L’keva	Harris	
renewed their wedding 
vows	Aug.	26,	after	15	won-
derful	years	of	marriage.	
They	have	three	children.	
Bobby	is	a	Communication	
Cable	Worker/DWP.	
L’keva	is	a	Crime	Scene	
Photographer,	LAPD.

Have you or your children 
recently achieved some-
thing special? Send to  
talkback@cityemployees-
club.com

Belinda 
Hill,	LAFD,	
graduated 
from	Cal	State	
Dominguez	
Hills	with	a	
Bachelor’s 
degree in 
accounting.	Her	
“future plan is 
to retire within 
five	years	and	
volunteer	doing	
taxes.”

Tamia	Frierson	
graduated from 
Tennessee	
State	University	
with a degree in 
child	develop-
ment	and	family	
relations.	She’s	
the daughter 
of	Belinda	Hill,	
LAFD.

Malaysia	L.	
McBride	gradu-
ated	from	David	
Middle	School	
and attends 
Compton	High	
School.	She’s	
the daughter of 
Deron	McBride	
and	Sheryl	
Jackson,	and	
the grand-
daughter of 
Belinda	Hill,	
LAFD.

Graduations
Alive! is delighted to publish graduation photos of Club members and their children. Send a high resolution photo and the appropriate information to talkback@cityemployeesclub.com

Life’s Important  
Moments

Everyone reads Life’s Most 
Important Moments in Alive! 
Share your news… and send 
in a photo! Have you got-
ten married? Had a baby? 
Graduated? Is a family mem-
ber in the military? Send in a 
photo and a paragraph, tell-
ing us the details. We love to 
share your good news.

We’re looking for:
n Weddings
n Babies
n Graduations
n Special Achievements
n Alive! in the Military

Send digital photos  

(as high a resolution as you can send) to:  

moments@cityemployeesclub.com  

OR send paper photos (please don’t send the only one you have!) to:

Life’s Moments – Alive!

City Employees Club of Los Angeles

120 West 2nd Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012

Share Your    

    Good News!
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Life’s 
Important Moments

new Members
Welcome New Members!

The Club gives a great big welcome to these new members,  
who recently joined the Club:

Military
Does someone in your extended family serve their country as a member of the United States 
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines or Coast Guard? Send  to talkback@cityemployeesclub.com

Weddings
Have a photo of a recent wedding? Send a high resolution photo and the appropriate infor-
mation to talkback@cityemployeesclub.com

Peace of Mind by Tiffany Sy
The Club’s Peace of Mind Expert

Protect Your Identity
Identity theft reached 11.6 million victims 

last year, with an average of $4,607.00 
in charges per victim, according to Privacy 
Armor.

If you have ever been a victim of ID theft, 
or know a family member who had their 
wallet stolen and received an outrageous 
bill for erroneous charges, Info Armor can 
help. The Club offers this smart service.

Most credit monitoring companies mon-
itor your credit report in the extension of a 
credit card or loan. InfoArmor doesn’t stop 
there. They will alert you if they find records 
of an address change, opening a utility line, 
library card, telephone and wireless ser-

vices, Department of Motor Vehicle records, 
check reorders, and anything else with your 
personal information. 

InfoArmor will do more than provide 
you with a list of bureau contacts if you 
need to appeal a claim. They will assist in 
full restoration of your identity by making 
the calls and sending the letters for you 
(with your authorization). They will also 
cover pre-existing conditions, so if you have 
been a victim of ID theft and enroll today, 
InfoArmor will look back up to the past 
three years and restore your identity. They 
will also continue to work with you to 
prevent future incidents by constantly 

monitoring your identity. 
InforArmor utilizes proprietary tech-

nology to monitor your SNAPD identity 
blueprint. SNAPD (pronounced “SNAP”-d) 
stands for Social Security Number, name, 
address, phone and date of birth. InfoArmor 
uses these elements to create your identity 
blueprint and then monitor it for misuse.

Give yourself and your entire family 
peace of mind and protect 
your quality of life.

®

“What I like most about InfoArmor 
is the wallet protection service you can 
set up on their secured Website. You list 
everything in your wallet, and if you ever 
lose it or get it stolen, Info Armor will 
contact all of your credit card companies 
and banks to protect it from being used 
by someone else.” 

– Megan E., Club Ticket Office 
Customer Service Associate

“I know that one of my favorite features 
of the plan is that they also cover pre-
existing issues, which are usually not 
covered by other plans. If you have 
to restore your identity right now, 
InfoArmor will look back as far as three 
years to alert you if in fact your identity 
has been compromised.” 

– Lu M. Club Receptionist and 
Coloring Contest Coordinator

Contact me at  
info@cityemployeesclub.com

Active
Chavez, Martín, Harbor, 28
Coverston, Robert, DWP, 6
Gloss, Melony, Airports, 21
Holbrook, Leland, CDD, 33
Hughes, Jimmy Jr., Rec and Parks, 13
Lucas, Jarron, DWP, 29
Partida, Jesus, Personnel, 17
Romo, John Stephan, Zoo, 9
Woodmancy, Dwight, Housing, 13

Retired
Adams, Isaac, General Services, 28
Allen, Edgar, City Clerk, 37

Axelrad, Kenneth, Transportation, 31
Berft, Johann, Building and Safety, 19
Bland, Joe, Public Works, 30
Borba, Kevin, Airports, 27
Burnside, Violet, DWP, 23
Ceurvorst, Ronald, Rec and Parks, 33
Chu, David, Public Works, 14
Cissel, Madeline, Public Works, 18
Conner, Melva Jean, General Services, 32
Cortez, Louis, General Services, 38
Crawford, Tristan, DWP, 26
Day, Donald, DWP, 20
Dukes, Jesse, Public Works, 22
Edgeworth, Fred, Building and Safety, 27

Erickson, Ingrid, Library, 7
Flemons, Hural, Public Works, 26
Flores, Armando, Building and Safety, –
Galindo, Hector, DWP, 37
Henry, Bob, General Services, 22
Hill, Rodney, General Services, 5
Jacobs, Robert, Public Works, 30
Kick, Charles, DWP, 29
Lastrapes, Paul, Building and Safety, 10
Lee, Gilbert, City Attorney, 33
Longoria, Delia, Airports, 12
Luevano, Alfonso, Public Works, 29
McFadgen, Nathan, LAPD, 30
Mollet, CJ, Public Works, 27

Nichols, Gay, DWP, 28

Premdas, Joseph, Building and Safety, 25

Richardson, Bobby Joe, LAPD, 19

Robottom, Stanman, DWP, 28

Runzo, Frankie, Library, 33

Satterfield, Howard, DWP, 21

Scofield, Martin, DWP, 29

Shephard, Thomas, City Council, 19

Solano, Joe, DWP, 14

Tamraz, William, Rec and Parks, 13

Turetsky, Isadore, DWP, 39

Warren, John, Public Works, 17

Wolfer, Dewayne Sr., LAPD, 30

Our thoughts and condolences are with the family and friends of the following current and retired City employees who have passed away. The number after the name indicates years of service.

In Memoriam

Airports 
Teresa Acuna
Edwrine Alexander
Maria Aparicio
Delashawn Atkins
Sonia Azevedo
Annette Bowden
Darrell Campbell
Gary Carpenter
Connie Castillo
Maria Cerna
Federico Cerpa
Jesus Cisneros
Lauretta Darling
Michael Edwards
Erick Gates
Richard Gonzalez
Richard Greenleaf
Edward Gutierrez
Joycette Herndon
Stuart Honda
Kathy Jackson
Sharlette Jackson
Donald Maia

Celeste Matsumoto
Louie Menjivar
Ernesto Meza
Juan Miramontes
Rigoberto Orozco
Evelyn Osteen
Edmundo Ramirez
Carlos Reynoso
Penny Riccardi
Robert Rios
Yvette Rook
Jose Rosales
Luis Ruiz
Jerry Silva
Primitivo Silvestre
Sydaris Smith
Jorge Soto
Rosalind Spears-Nash
Helen Ubiadas Tolosa
Keya Vaughn
Melvin Villalobos
Linda Wang

Building and Safety 
Edmund Lum

City Attorney 
Brenda Martin
Estela Valenzuela

CDD 
Maritza Sosa-Nieves
Luis Medina

LAfD 
Chris Yokoyama

general Services 
Maria Lopez

Harbor 
Nicholas Marbach

ItA 
Catherine Lee

LACERS 
Bernadette Molina

Library 
Lisa Henderson

Personnel 
Rommel Rufon

LAPD 
Adam Barnhart

Jack Chavez
Cynthya Doyle
Stanley Evans
Pamela Martin
Lee Bertha Moore
Mario Morales
Jose Rodriguez Sr.
Stephen Schutt
Florence Talamantez
Alice Warren
Angie Whetstone

PuBLIC WORkS 

PW-Engineering 
Rene Ramirez
James Smith

PW-Sanitation 
DeMeaco Franklin
David Thomas
Anne Marie Yamzon

PW-Street Services 
Alvaro Gutierrez
Laura Roberts

Rec & Parks 
Adan Gonzalez
Aurial Granger
Vangelia Hardie
Earnest Kelley
Jose Lopez
Jorge Lopez
Reinalda Mabin
Sandra Martinez
Maria Mena
Ana Salas
Sherry Samaniego
Josefina Santana

transportation 
Gustavo Chavez
Tavonia Clay
Vincent Evans
Byron Flores
Michael Moguel
Medgar Parrish
Georgia Robinson
Vanessa Willis

Retired 
John Gomez
John Ward

DWP 
Sharon Carter
Dana Chavis
Fred Cooley
Sandra Manhart
Bradley Orcutt
Mattie Thompson
Stanley Yee

Other 
Roberto Aguero
James Allen
Elizabeth Andrew
Charles Brown
Janice Caleb
Jay Carsman
Robert Dunbar
Shirley Floyd
Delia Gonzalez
Jean Hirata
Robert Holland
Thomas King
Michael Kraft
Emmanuel Landig
Betty Larson
Jonathan Lusk

Gabriel Maldonado
Randy Masumoto
Austin Mathe
Carol Moore-McDonough
Michael Navarro
Robert Nunez
Willie Owens
Jared Pyle
Eliseo Resurrecion
Robert Rodriguez
Annette Salazar
Angela Salgado
David Schulman
Shouyu Shao
Benjamin Shin
William Smith
Daniel Steel
Ernest Tsui
Benjamin Velasquez
Michael Warner
Robert Leon White
Jaycion Wilson
Chuan-Hsier Wu
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Meet the Power System Safety Crew
Counselor Gedina visits with DWP Power System Safety.

DWP

Story and photos by Gedina Bergstrom, 
Club Counselor

Over the past year I have spent 
many of my mornings at 

quarterly safety meetings with the 
DWP’s Power System Safety and 

Training Crew. Their job is to prepare pre-
sentations for civil and exempt Power System 
employees on prevented accidents, accidents 
that already occurred, and helpful tips that 
will keep employees safe. They take time to 
go in-depth on how to use personal protective 
equipment, safe work procedures, and gov-
ernment compliance.

I wanted to take a moment and introduce 
to you the people managed by Tyrone Jeffries, 
Club Member, who make all these presenta-
tions possible. It’s a group of guys who go 
above and beyond the call of their job scope 
to keep people safe. 

Doug shares a new tool with employees at Palms District, 
3rd Quarter Safety Meeting.

Matt explains how important it is to immediately use the burn gel provided by the department if an arch burn was to occur.

in the Field!FunFun

Matthew 
Woodson

Matt started out working 
with the City at Public Works/
Sanitation on a trash truck. After 
a year he transferred to the 
DWP. He started his career at the 
Northridge Yard as an Electrical 
Craft Helper. Today he is a  
Sr. Electrical Mechanic Supervisor 
with Power System Safety. 

FMatt’s Power and Safety 
tip: Keep your electronics out of 
the heat and off your dashboards!

Matthew Woodson, Club Member,  
28 years of service, Senior Electrical 
Mechanic Supervisor with Safety & 
Training.

Douglas 
Kleinberg

Doug started his career with 
the DWP in 1990 as an Electrical 
Craft Helper at the Palms 
Yard. Today he is an Electrical 
Distribution Mechanic Supervisor 
with the Power System Safety.

FDoug’s Power and 
Safety tip: Go easy with your 
lawn watering!

Douglas Kleinberg, Club Member, 
22 years of service, Electrical 
Distribution Mechanic Supervisor 
with Safety & Training.

Eduardo 
Ramirez

Commonly know as Eddie, he 
started with the Electric Trouble 
(Blue) at the Van Nuys District 
in 1983. Today he is an Electrical 
Mechanic Supervisor with Power 
System Safety. 

FEddie’s Power and 
Safety tip: Stay away from 
downed electric wires!

Eduardo Ramirez, Club Member,  
29 years of service, Electrical 
Mechanic Supervisor with Safety  
& Training.

Walter 
Rodriguez 

Walter started out with the 
DWP as an Electrical Craft Helper 
in 1988 at the Central Yard in 
downtown Los Angeles. Today 
he is an Electrical Distribution 
Supervisor with Power System 
Safety.

FWalter’s Power and 
Safety tip: Beware of your  
`surroundings at all times!

Walter Rodriguez, Club Member, 
24 years of service, Electrical 
Distribution Mechanic Supervisor 
with Safety & Training.

Robert Cooper 
Robert has been with the 

department for 22 years. He has 
worked with the Underground 
Distribution Construction Division 
as a foreman for the past 10 years. 
Currently Bob works as a Training 
Supervisor and has assisted the 
Power Distribution Safety Section 
for the last year and a half.

FBob’s Power and Safety 
tip: Never drive tired! Always pull 
over if you feel yourself getting 
sleepy.

Robert Cooper, Club Member, 
22 years of service, Distribution 
Construction Foreman with Safety 
& Training.

Edward Lewis 
Ed started with the depart-

ment 1982 as an Electric Station 
Operator Trainee at Receiving 
Station G. Today he is a Chief 
Electric Plant Operator with 
Power System Safety. 

FEd’s Power and Safety 
tip: Always follow guidelines and 
directions for what equipment 
you’re using!

Edward Lewis, Club Member,  
30 years of service, Chief Electric 
Plant Operator with Safety & 
Training.
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nov. 17:

Public 
Star 
Party
Free public star parties are 
held monthly with the assis-
tance of the Los Angeles 
Astronomical Society and 
the Los Angeles Sidewalk 
Astronomers at the Griffith 
Observatory. They are a 
chance for the whole fam-
ily to look at the sun, moon, 
visible planets, and other 
objects, to try out a variety 
of telescopes, and to talk 
to knowledgeable amateur 
astronomers about the sky 
and their equipment.

Lines for each telescope  
and all viewing must be 
completed by 9:45 p.m. 

TIME: 2 – 9:45 PM     
COST: Free!

information: 
www.griffithobservatory.org/

pstarparties.html

support the  
Griffith Observatory!
Consider joining the Friends of the 

Observatory (FOTO)

(213) 473-0879

www.friendsoftheobservatory.com

City Owned. City Run. City Proud.

From left: Gabriela Medina, Council Office, 8 years of City service; Capt. Al Rosario, 26 years, Club Member; 
Lydia Rosario, guest; and Chief Ronald Boyd, 32 years, Club Member.

Goodbye, 
Al

Capt. Al Rosario, Club 
Member, retires after  

26 years of City service.

HARBOR

Story by Noelle Kauffman, Club Counselor; Photos by 
Angel Gomez, Club Member Services Manager

On Sept. 6, family, friends and 
co-workers of Capt. Al Rosario 

gathered together for lunch at the 
Ports O’Call Restaurant to celebrate 
Al’s 26 and a half years of service 
to the City.

Here’s a brief rundown of his 
career:

n 1986: Hired as Deputy Port Warden.
n 1986: Part of L.A. Sheriff’s Dept. Academy 

class 232.
n 1990: Named Officer of the Year.
n 1988: Promoted to Sr. Lead Officer.
n 1993: Promoted to Detective.
n 2001: Promoted to Detective Sergeant.
n 2004: Named Lieutenant/Commanding 

Officer of Detectives.
n 2005: Named Lieutenant, Patrol.
n 2007: Named Captain over Intel and Info 

Section.
n 2012: Attends the FBI National Academy.
n 2009: Named Captain, IID.

 
Congratulations, Al, from everyone at the 

Club.

From left: Officer Tou Moua, 6 years of City service, Club 
Member; Officer Gary Bransfield, 25 years, Club Member; 
and Lt. Rosa Reynoso, 23 years, Club Member.

From left: Officer Rudy Meza, 31 years of City service, Club 
Member; Moe Meza, guest; Sgt. Ken Huerta, 31 years, Club 
Member; and Sgt. Robert Myers, 23 years, Club Member.

Top: Det. John Palucci, 7 years of City service. Bottom, from left: Det. Byron Culbertson,  
6 years, Club Member; Det. Victor Morales, 6 years, Club Member; Det. Al Alvarado,  
12 years, Club Member; Det. Roberto Redondo, 6 years, Club Member; Officer Luis Bautista, 
5 years, Club Member; and Det. Jeff Shanaphy, 6 years, Club Member.

From left: Chief Ronald Boyd, 32 years of City service, Club 
Member; Ricardo Hong, Area Director for Neighborhood 
& Community Services, 6 years; and Dep. Chief Paul 
Lipscomb, 5 years.

Capt. Al Rosario, Retired, enjoys running in his free time.

Ricardo Hong from the Mayor’s office presents Capt. Al 
Rosario, Retired, with a Certificate of Appreciation for  
26 years of service.

From left: Leo Stekkinger, Retired Police 
Officer, 33 years of City service, Club 
Member; Julie DiTucci, Secretary,  
28 years, Club Member; and Officer 
Patricia Montano, 38 years, Club Member.

From left: Capt. Michael Graychik, 26 years 
of City service; and Capt. Ralph Tracy,  
28 years, Club Member.

From left: Mary Ramos, Clerk 
Typist, 7 years, Club Member; 
and Christine Pina, Clerk 
Typist, 6 years, Club Member.

From left: George Cummings, Director of Policy and 
Administration, 9 years of City service; John Holmes, 
Director of Operation, 6 years, Club Member; Patricia 
Whelan, Port Liaison, 1 years; and Ana Dragin, Small 
Business Liaison, 7 years.

From left: Ted Fernandez, Management Analyst II, 23 years 
of City service, Club Member; Stacie Xenios, Sr. Clerk 
Stenographer, 35 years; Det. Sonia Estevez, 12 years, Club 
Member; and Kathleen Shannon, Clerk Typist, 7 years.

From left: Sgt. Dan Cobos, 10 years of City service, Club 
Member; Claudia Rodriguez, Sr. Clerk Typist, 7 years; and 
Yolander Garner, Sr. Clerk Typist, 14 years.

From left: Robin Jackson, Management Analyst, 36 years of City service; 
Christine Thome, Systems Analyst II, 7 years, Club Member; Cheryl 
Provinchain, Sr. Management Analyst, 23 years, Club Member; and (the 
late) Martín Chavez, Human Resources, 28 years, Club Board Member.

From left: Capt. Curtis Thompson, 30 years of City service, Club Member; 
Regina Grant, Principal Clerk, 31 years, Club Member; Officer Anita 
Hayden, 20 years, Club Member; and Sgt. Glenn Twardy, 17 years, Club 
Member.

From left: Robert Lesley, Retired Police Officer, 35 years of City service, Club Member; Linda 
Lesley, Retired Dispatcher, 37 years; Maria Corona, Dispatcher, 24 years, Club Member; 
John Curry, Retired Sergeant, 30 years, Club Member; and Bill Payson, Retired Police 
Officer, 28 years.

From left: Officer Roberto Ramirez, 6 years of City service, Club Member; Officer Stacey 
Creech, 5 years, Club Member, Sgt. Ryan Howley, 10 years, Club Member; Bonnie Soong, 
Management Assistant, 5 years, Club Member; and Capt. Leon Nixon, 25 years, Club 
Member.

From left: Officer Jane Chiappetta, 6 years of City service, Club Member; Officer Al Garcia, 
25 years, Club Member; Ken Hobbs, Retired Police Officer, 29 years, Club Member; Marge 
Hobbs, guest; and Lt. Ken Hawkes, 25 years, Club Member.

From left: Danny Aleman, Retired Lieutenant, 30 years of City service; Sgt. Al Guerrero, 
36 years, Club Member; Lt. Mike Capodanno, 14 years, Club Member; and Officer Art 
Kurkowski, 6 years, Club Member.
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L.A. City Works tapes on Hollywood Boulevard.

A Funky Take on 
Public Works
L.A. City Works, a Public Works show on L.A. 
CityView Channel 25, takes a fresh approach.

PUBLIC WORkS/ITA

Story and photos courtesy Jackie David, Public Works

Channel 35’s new L.A. CityWorks is a funky 
show about Public Works that launched 

last June with a style that has never before 
been tried by any government organization 
in the country, according to Public Works 
officials.

Designed to attract, reach out to and engage 
a younger audience, the show’s new “edutain-
ment” format is edgy, zany 
and “out-there” as it conveys 
a mishmash of useful and 
valuable information to its 
viewers: A genie and mer-
man are now associated with 
No Drugs Down the Drain; 
a merman is associated with 
a mission to keep the Santa 
Monica Bay pollution-free; 
and a silly skit tackles respon-
sible pet ownership. 

As the show’s hosts (Leopold Nunan 
Soares, Carly Peeters, Martin Victor and Dante 
Dumas) take viewers inside, under and around 
Los Angeles, they share their own unique 
personalities through tongue-in-cheek skits 
and serious interviews. More importantly, L.A. 
CityWorks highlights employees and their hard 
work.

Show concept creator Jackie David, Public 
Works, Club Member, says, “When we put 

employees on camera, we 
want them to have fun. We 
want to see candor and color-
ful personalities. We want to 
show what a great and dedi-
cated bunch L.A.’s workers 
are and the quality of work 
they do.”

Beyond City Hall, from 
Venice Beach to Hollywood 
Boulevard, L.A. CityWorks 
reaches out to personalities 

on the street in a fun way, capturing amusing 
interviews and comments. “When you see 
us headed your way, be prepared to go on 
camera,” says Producer and Director Kevin 
Slowick. “We are all about putting you on 
camera! The secret is to have fun telling your 
story.” 

L.A. CityWorks Executive Producers Tony 
Ighani and Cora Jackson-Fossett agree that 
Channel 35’s new L.A. CityWorks has not only 
launched itself but has also launches a new style 
all its own. “You’ve got to watch it to appreciate 
the show’s zany candor,” says Ighani.

In the end, it is all about how L.A. City 
Works!

To become involved, view clips on 
YouTube, leave comments and share ideas on 
Facebook, go to: www.LACityWorks.org

To check out Channel 35’s daily schedule, 
to go:

http://parc1.lacity.org/appldept/calen-
darME/filedocs/ita/tvguide.cfm

L.A. CityWorks Crew taping at the Tillman Water Reclamation Plant’s Japanese Garden. Taping pets at Barnsdall Art Park.

L.A. City Works tapes at Tillman Water Reclamation Plant’s 
Japanese Garden.

Taping on the L.A. River.
Taping an action sequence at Barnsdall 
Art Park.

The crew from L.A. City Works at 
Barnsdall Art Park.

Here’s a 
crew from 
Public 
Works/
street 
services, 
Central 
Division, 
working on 
a Saturday.
Spotted 
by Gedina 
Bergstrom

Capt. Philip Ayala, 
lAFD, 34 years of City 
Service, on duty at the 

Festival of Philippine 
Arts and Culture.
Spotted by Noelle 

Kauffman

Do you have a photo of City employees on the job? 
send it in and we might print it! talkback@cityemployeesclub.com

CITY EMPLOYEES 
      AT WORK
CITY EMPLOYEES 
      AT WORK

sTuFF THAT 
sTOCKInG
With movie tickets  

from the Club! 
– see PAGe 45 FOR TICKeTs
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Hello again,  
everybody!

Last month, we ventured a long way to Bryce 
Canyon in Utah. This month, we will again travel 
away from Los Angeles, but this time only to 

Orange County, to Whiting Ranch Wilderness Park in 
Lake Forest.

The park has many trails and lots of different 
paths you can enjoy. These paths are also shared with 
mountain bikers, so be very careful! Along the path 
you will see deer, squirrels, rabbits, birds and let’s 
not forget mountain lions. I am in outdoor person, as 
you can probably assume; I read ahead of time about 
the mountain lions, but still I wanted to see the park, 
as crazy as that may seem. I was very 
comfortable in the area. My wife 
and I saw at least four or five 
deer and lots of other wildlife, 
at about the one-mile mark. 
This reminded me of Yosemite 
National Park and Bryce 
Canyon all over again.

At the Whiting Ranch 
Wilderness Park, there are many 
things to see and lots of wildlife all 
around you. Just be very careful with the 
area’s wildlife and speedy mountain bikers along the 
path. Let’s begin!

The park is 4,300 acres of riparian and oak wood-
land canyons, rolling grassland hills and steep slopes of 
coastal sage scrub and chaparral. The park has many 
trees and lots of up-and-down slopes along the paths. 
There is abundant wildlife all around you. There are 
three intermittent streams: Borrego, Serrano and Aliso 
Creek meandering through the park.

Remnants of the former cattle ranching days can 
be seen throughout the park. In 2007, 90 percent of the 
park was burned in the Santiago fire. Most of the land 
is in the recovery process, so please respect of that 
process by staying on marked trails and following park 
rules. 

Limestone Canyon is available for guided access 
only. Visit irlandmarks.org and select from the many 
free activities offered. In addition to passive recre-
ational programs, there are opportunities to participate 
in scientific research, stewardship and other volunteer 
activities. 

Don’t forget to bring your camera; take plenty of 
photos and send them to me at agomez@cityem-
ployeesclub.com. Bring water, snacks and some sun-
screen.

As always, Be Alive!,  
Angel

Whiting Ranch 
Wilderness Park  
— Lake Forest

The front gate at Whiting Ranch. Mountain lion warnings in the area.

This Live Oak trail sign shows the way.

Look closely and notice the mountain 
biker tire prints.

There are multiple paths to choose from.

Limestone Canyon 
and Whiting Ranch 
Wilderness Park
Portola Parkway and Market Place
Trabuco Canyon, CA 92678
(949) 923-2245
Area: 4,300 acres
Hiking distance: various
Hiking difficulty: easy
Biking time: one to two hours or more
Trail condition: dirt paths
Bike path activities: walking, hiking, mountain 
biking, horseback riding
Directions: From Interstate 5, take the Lake Forest 
exit and proceed to Portola Parkway (approxi-
mately 5 miles). Turn left on Portola Parkway, 
then continue one-half mile to Market, then make 
a right. The parking lot and entrance are to your 
immediate left. To reach the Glenn Ranch Road 
entrance, turn right on Portola Parkway, left on 
Glenn Ranch Road, then left into parking lot.
Parking: $3 (weekdays) 
Hours: 7 a.m. to sunset daily

A rest area, the parking meter kiosk, 
and area information.

A young deer along the path.

Angel Gomez, Club Director of Sales 

Alive!Alive!BeBe
Angel’s

Arriving at 
Whiting Ranch 
Wilderness Park. 31
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Smokey  
On Patrol
Councilman Tom LaBonge brings Smokey Bear to the 
Hollywood Hills to help prevent fires.

 COUnCIL

On Sept. 13, Mr. LA, Councilman Tom 
LaBonge, Club Member, unveiled the 

installation of several Smokey Bear signs 
in the Hollywood Hills. These signs were 
put into place to dissuade smoking and 
increase fire safety in at-risk hillside areas, 
as several hillside locations have seen an 
increase in visitor activity in recent years.

The signs are approximately six feet 
in height with clear no-smoking warnings 
and an image of Smokey Bear. They were 
installed on Deronda Drive, Canyon Drive, 
Mulholland Drive, Beachwood Drive, and 
Canyon Lake Drive.

Funding for this effort was provided 
by the Hollywood United Neighborhood 
Council. 

Councilman Tom LaBonge (left center) unveils a Smokey Bear sign in the Hollywood Hills. With him are representatives of the LAPD, Rec and Parks, and members of the Hollywood United 
Neighborhood Council.

®

32



City Employees Club of Los Angeles, Alive!      November 2012    33  

LAFD Color Guard brings in the flags to open the event. The Memorial Flame. The inscription on the limestone arch 
of the memorial monument reminds us to never forget the 
ultimate sacrifice made by the 263 LAFD members who are 
identified on the Wall of Honor.

Remembering the 
Fallen Firefighters
LAFD Historical Society 
hosts annual Fallen 
Firefighters Memorial 
ceremony.

LAFD

Story by Gedina Bergstrom,  
Club Counselor, and Frank Borden and 
Ted Aquaro, LAFD Historical Society; 
Photos by Gedina Bergstrom

On Oct. 13, many people gath-
ered at the LAFD Historical 

Society in Hollywood to honor 
those Firefighters that we have lost. It was a 
super hot, sunny day, and there wasn’t a dry 
eye when Jessica Urquiza spoke about the loss 
of her father and how she has had to grow up 
over the past three years.

The 126-year history of the LAFD has been 
one of the most inspiring and courageous on 
record. Yet, in the long history of the depart-
ment, there has not been a place to remem-
ber and memorialize those members of the 
department who gave their lives so that others 
might live. Now there is.

The Fallen Firefighters Memorial is situated 
in the heart of Hollywood, just outside Old 
Fire Station 27 on Cahuenga Boulevard. The 
dramatic plaza is home to a memorial wall, 
listing the names of every known department 
member who died while at an incident or as a 
result of a duty-related cause.

In front of this wall, a series of bronze 
statues, each one carefully representing an LA 
firefighter is on display. The concept for these 
statues was designed by LAFD Capt. Duane 
Golden.

The statues represent a fire company dur-
ing an incident in the City. Two Firefighters are 
involved in fire attack, while a fallen member 
is being attended to by another member. The 
Captain, responsible for his crew and the fire, 
is making a command decision relative to 

attacking the flames, while also providing care 
for the downed Firefighter. Of special note, 
the Firefighters are not wearing protective face 
pieces (as they normally would) so that you 
can see their faces and expressions.

The display is one you can view for an 
extended period of time. Its message seems to 
change, depending on the angle and point of 
view you take. From any angle, the teamwork, 
spirit and family nature of the fire service is 
presented. These remarkable life-sized statues 
were developed and created in Minnesota for 
the Memorial Plaza by Honors for Excellence.

LAFD aerial ladder trucks with crossed ladders and the 
American Flag welcome guests to the ceremony.

An LAFD Explorer Post 27 lineup of Fire Cadets awaits the 
opening of the ceremony. These young people assisted 
the LAFD Historical Society volunteers in setting up for the 
program.

Faith First sings the National Anthem.

Jessica Urqiza gives a beautiful speech about her father, 
Firefighter Ralph Urquiza, who passed away in 2009. 
Jessica plans to graduate from high school and go on to 
nursing school.

A family member pays tribute with a red rose at the 
Memorial Wall.

A red rose placed on the Wall of Honor is in remembrance 
of one of the LAFD members listed on the wall.

Uniformed LAFD members observe the ceremony.

Commissioner Geneathia Hudley-Hayes speaks about how 
much the members of the LAFD mean to her and how she 
has enjoyed her job for eight years.

The LAFD Fallen Firefighters Memorial: Three of the five life-size bronze statues depict “Man Down.”

Retired Capt. Jim Finn, LAFD Historical Society President, 
reads the names of those LAFD members who passed away 
during the last year.

LAFD helicopters fly 
over at the end of the 
program in the “miss-
ing man formation” 
in honor of those 
members who have 
died in the service to 
the City.

Master of Ceremonies 
Capt. Steve Owens did an 
outstanding job. He recent-
ly retired from FS 76.

Mayor Antonio Villraigosa 
speaks from the podium 
at his last LAFD Memorial 
as mayor. Host Capt. Steve Owens and Councilman Tom LaBonge, 

Club Member, exchange warm greetings.

LAFD Chaplain Danny Leon speaks about the importance 
of remembering the sacrifices made by our Firefighters 
in the line of duty. Danny is an Apparatus Operator for 
the Department. He is also a brick mason, and he and his 
father and son did much of the brickwork in the Fallen 
Firefighters Memorial.

Marlene Peterman and her son, Firefighter Douglas 
Peterman, pay tribute to her late husband, Capt. Raymond 
Peterman.

The Wall of Honor contains 263 names of LAFD members 
who have made the ultimate sacrifice.

LAFD Bagpiper Retired Firefighter/Paramedic John Keys.

Chief Brian Cummings (second-generation LAFD) speaks 
about the job of the Firefighters and the dangers involved 
in their work.

A paver pays tribute to Firefighter Urquiza, who passed in 
away in 2009.

LAFD Chaplain Mark 
Wolfe.

From left: Mayor Antonio 
Villarigosa; Councilman 
Tom LaBonge, Club 
Member; Chief Brian 
Cummings; Commissioner 
Genethia Hudley-Hayes; 
and Commissioner Steven 
R. Fazio.
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BY JEFF	GELINEAU
Vice President of United Agencies, 
The Club’s Auto and Home Insurance Partner

REST 
       InsuReD

Southern California doesn’t 
have many “seasons,” 

so we joke about it being 
“Wildfire Season.” But, if 
you have a fire roaring down 
on your house and family, it 
is not funny.

If you live in an area sus-
ceptible to wildfires, the fol-
lowing list includes things 
you can do to protect your-
self, your family and your 
property.

n You should have an emer-
gency kit ready with some 
food, water and medical 
supplies.

n Landscape your home with wildfire 
safety in mind. Select materials and 
plants that can help contain fire rather 
than fuel it.

n Use fire-resistant or noncombus-
tible materials on the roof and exte-
rior structure of the dwelling, or treat 
wood or combustible material used 
in roofs, siding, decking or trim with 
fire-retardant chemicals evaluated by a 
nationally recognized laboratory, such 
as Underwriters Laboratories (UL).

n Plant fire-resistant shrubs and trees. 
For example, hardwood trees are less 
flammable than pine, evergreen, euca-
lyptus or fir trees.

n Regularly clean roofs and gutters.
n Inspect chimneys at least twice a year. 

Clean them at least once a year. Keep 
the dampers in good working order. 
Equip chimneys and stovepipes with a 
spark arrester that meets the require-
ments of National Fire Protection 
Association Standard 211. (Contact 
your local fire department for exact 
specifications.)

n Use one-eighth-inch mesh screen 
beneath porches, decks, floor areas, 
and the home itself. Also, screen open-
ings to floors, roof and attic.

n Install a dual-sensor smoke alarm on 
each level of your home, especially 

near bedrooms; test monthly and 
change the batteries at least once each 
year.

n Teach each family member how to 
use a fire extinguisher (ABC type) and 
show them where it’s kept.

n Keep handy household items that can 
be used as fire tools: a rake, axe, hand-
saw or chain saw, bucket and shovel.

n Keep a ladder that will reach the roof.
n Consider installing protective shutters 

or heavy fire-resistant drapes.
n Clear items that will burn from around 

the house, including wood piles, lawn 
furniture, barbecue grills, tarp cover-
ings, etc. Move them outside of your 
defensible space.

n Identify and maintain an adequate 
outside water source such as a small 
pond, cistern, well, swimming pool, or 
hydrant.

n Have a garden hose that is long 
enough to reach any area of the home 
and other structures on the property.

n Install freeze-proof exterior water out-
lets on at least two sides of the home 
and near other structures on the prop-
erty. Install additional outlets at least 
50 feet from the home.

n Consider obtaining a portable gaso-
line powered pump in case electrical 
power is cut off.

Wildfire Safety

About United Agencies
United Agencies is the Club’s partner is helping members with their home and auto 
insurance, and related products. We specialize in creating personal relationships with our 
customers, and serving their needs in a prompt, efficient and friendly manner. 

Check out our City Employees Club page on the United Agencies Website at  
www.unitedagencies.com/cityclub. This website lists the upcoming visits we’ll be making 
to City Department meetings where you can ask us any question in person, and get an 
instant quote!

Have a question? 
Is there something about insurance that you’ve always wanted to know, but were too 
ashamed to ask? Maybe something that you’ve just always been curious about? Feel free 
to send me an email at jgelineau@unitedagencies.com, and I will try to answer your 
question in one of our monthly columns.

Be safe and have fun!

N E W S B R I E F

RuIZ On  
FeDeRAl PAnel: 

Harbor Deputy Executive Director for 
External Affairs Cynthia Ruiz has been named 
to the Advisory Committee on Supply Chain 
Competitiveness by Acting U.S. Secretary of 
Commerce Rebecca Blank. The Committee, 
comprised of 40 senior-level representa-
tives of multiple industries and supply chain 
experts, will advise 
the Secretary, the 
U.S. Department of 
Transportation and 
other U.S. agencies 
on issues that affect 
the international 
competitiveness of 
U.S. businesses. The 
Committee held its 
first meeting at the 
U.S. Department of 
Commerce headquar-
ters in Washington 
D.C. Oct. 19.

“It’s a tremendous 
honor to represent the 
Port of Los Angeles on 
this new federal advi-
sory committee,” Ruiz 
said in a statement. “As 
the competitiveness of 
global trade intensifies, 
ensuring a regular flow 
of communication 
between Washington 
and U.S. supply chain 
stakeholders will be 
more important than ever.”

The Advisory Committee on Supply Chain 
Competitiveness will act as a liaison between 
industry and government, and is an impor-
tant step toward ensuring regular contact 
with the supply chain industries, including 
manufacturers, distributors and exporters. 
The Committee’s advice will also be useful 
in the development of a national freight pol-
icy and in executing the President’s National 
Export Initiative, which aims to double U.S. 
exports by the end of 2014.

Committee members are leaders in their 
fields of expertise and represent supply chain 
firms, associations, stakeholders, community 
organizations, and also include experts from 
academia.

Ruiz’s appointment will provide the Port 
and regional stakeholders an important oppor-
tunity for input on critical supply chain issues. 
As external relations deputy executive director 
at the Port, Ruiz is responsible for provid-

ing strategic external 
relations leader-
ship and support to 
Port senior manage-
ment and Harbor 
C o m m i s s i o n e r s 
regarding legislative 
policy, communica-
tions and regional eco-
nomic opportunities 
that require Port and 
City collaboration.

D e p a r t m e n t 
of Transportation 
Secretary Ray LaHood 
and Environmental 
Protection Agency 
Administrator Lisa 
P. Jackson will serve 
on the Committee as 
non-voting members, 
and the Department of 
Commerce will work 
closely with those 
and other agencies 
to coordinate govern-
ment activities and 
programs to imple-
ment Committee rec-

ommendations.
U.S. supply chains are critically dependent 

on the quality and capacity of America’s freight 
transportation network – the largest and most 
extensive freight infrastructure in the world. 
The network serves over 7.5 million U.S. busi-
ness establishments, carrying some 13 billion 
tons of raw materials and finished goods 
annually between production and consump-
tion centers.

Cynthia Ruiz.
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From left: Special guest Los Angeles Philippine Consulate 
General Mary Jo Aragon awards FALEO LA with a 
Certificate of Appreciation to Officer III Peter Trance, 
Airports, 13 years of City service, Club Member, and 
FALEO-LA President.

Filipino Officers Picnic

Law Enforcement association hosts second annual summer gathering.

FALEO

Story by Christian Buado, Investigator, California DMV; 
Photos by Noelle Kauffman, Club Counselor

On Aug. 25, the Los Angeles chapter of 
the Filipino American Law Enforcement 

Officers Association (FALEO) held its second 
annual picnic at the Cerritos Regional County 
Park. Well more than 100 attendees, members, 
family, friends, and special guests enjoyed the 
warm summer day with fellow Kababayans in 
law enforcement.

During the picnic, FALEO-LA was award-
ed a Certificate of Appreciation by the Los 
Angeles Philippine Consulate General Mary Jo 
Aragon, who was a special guest. Also pres-
ent were Cerritos Councilman Mark Pulido, 
Artesia Councilman Victor Manalo, Carson 
Councilman Elito Santarina, and other local 
government officials.

The picnic was also visited by the high-
est Filipino ranking municipal Police Officer, 

Assistant Chief Cesar Solis of the San Diego 
Police Department. Chief Solis stated he was 
excited to be at the picnic and sees a future 
FALEO chapter in San Diego.

As it was a Filipino party, members shared 
their favorite dishes during the picnic. Two 
eight-foot tables overflowed with a variety of 
Filipino favorites, enough to feed an entire 
company of Police Officers, twice! In the tra-
dition of Filipino feasts, a large Lechon was 
donated by the Costales Family, Camalaniugan 
High School Association and Camalaniugan 
Circle USA.

Attendees of the picnic enjoyed games for 
all ages, including a fitness challenge by fitness 
coach and Krav Maga Instructor Lizen Yumang-
Gilligan (www.lizenfit.com). Competitors in 
two-person teams competed against each 
other in push-ups, sit-ups, box jumps, squats, 
and an “Officer Down” scenario. The winners, 

Deputy J.R. Gonzales and Academy Recruit 
Byron Costales, both from the LA Sheriff’s 
Dept., received tickets to Raging Waters, cour-
tesy of the Club. Other activities included a 
water balloon toss, a hula-hoop competition, a 
piñata for children, and much more. Members 
also were given tickets for a chance to win dif-
ferent prizes, including movie tickets, gift cards 
and Disney merchandise. The grand prize, two 
tickets to Disneyland, went to Officer Carlos 
Gonzales, Airports.

Guests from San Diego to San Francisco 
enjoyed a whole day of fun in the sun with 
FALEO-LA. Special thanks go to FALEO-SF 
member Brother Lawrence Lagarejos, who 
attended with his family, and CHP Officer 
Christian Baldonado, for his participation.

Special recognition goes to Willy Baello 
Realty, and Maria Rongavilla for the Gift 
Giveaway donations.

Top, from left: Brenda Goodwin, guest; and Joann LaCount, 
spouse of Frankie LaCount, Public Works/Sanitation, Club 
Member, with Jordan and Navianna.

Middle: Officer Carlos Gonzalez, Airports, 6 years of City service, Club Member, 
with his wife, Nisa, and children, Tray and Ciara.

Officer Arldwin Flores, LAPD, 14 years of City 
service, Club Member, and FALEO-LA Treasurer; 
with his wife, Mildred.

From left: Hailey, guest; Marvin Jaramilla, LA Sheriff’s 
Dept., 14 years of County service; and Officer Arldwin 
Flores, LAPD, 14 years of City service, Club Member, and 
FALEO-LA Treasurer.

Artesia Councilman Victor Manalo.

From left: Ronie Diancin, DHCS for the state, 12 years of 
public service with spouse, Jamie; baby, Avery; and son, 
Jack.

Brent, Federal District Officer, 3 years of public service, 
with parents, Ramon and Connie.

Christian Buado, Investigator for California DMV, 7 years 
of public service, Club Member, and FALEO- LA Secretary; 
with his mom, Christina. Kids play in the moon bounce.

Officer II Christian Costales, LAPD, 5 years of City service, 
Club Member, FALEO-LA Sergeant at Arms.

From left: Mike Sarno, State Parole, 6 years of 
public service; and Officer Wes Sarno, LAPD, 
9 years of City service.

From left: Officer II Christian Costales, LAPD, 5 years of City service, Club Member, and FALEO-LA Sergeant at Arms; 
Marlene, guest; Sheriff Byron Costales, LA Sheriff’s Dept., less than one year of service; Mae, Christian’s cousin; Etta, 
Christian’s mother; Kaye, Christian’s niece; and Bryan, Christian’s nephew.

From left: Officer Will Lara, Airports, 4 years of City service, 
Club Member, FALEO-LA Director; and Dep. Sheriff J.R. 
Gonzalez, LA Sheriff’s Dept., 6 years of public service, Club 
Member, and FALEO-LA Sergeant at Arms.

Officer Jordan Espiritu, Airports, 7 years of City service, 
Club Member, and FALEO- LA Sergeant at Arms; and 
Officer II Christian Costales, LAPD, 5 years, Club Member, 
and FALEO-LA Sergeant at Arms.

Maria Rongavilla, 20 years of City 
service, Club Member, with her 
son, Kai.

From left: Asst. Chief Cesar Solis, San Diego Police Dept., 
31 years of public service; and Vito Herrero, guest.

Picnic potluck!

Officer III Peter Trance, Airports, 13 years of City service, 
Club Member, and FALEO-LA President; with his wife, 
Janette, and daughter, Sarah.

From left: Jamis Bickel, Customs and Border Protection,  
6 years of public service, Club Member, FALEO-LA Director; 
and Sgt. Pauline Panis, LA Sheriff’s Dept., 17 years of pub-
lic service, with their daughter, Nikki Ocean.

Special guest Los Angeles Philippine Consulate General Mary Jo Aragon addresses FALEO board members.
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44 Years,  
Still Going Strong
Gary Gsell marks 44 years with Bureau of 
Street Services.

PUBLIC WORkS

Story and photos courtesy Public Works

Gary M. Gsell, Public Works/Street Services, 
received his 40-year pin at a ceremony 

in September. “That’s 
really 44 years and 
some change,” notes 
Gsell, a Street Services 
Superintendent at the 
Street Maintenance East 
Valley Area office in Van 
Nuys.

For the last three 
years, Gsell has spent 
most of his time repre-
senting the Bureau in 
about 200 depositions 
and 70 trials for civil 
litigation claims against 
the City of Los Angeles. 
He has been “the face 
of the City on the wit-
ness stand,” he says, 
explaining “our respon-
sibility to public safety 
and welfare in roadway 
potholes and sidewalk trip and fall cases.”

He acknowledges he has come a long way 
since he started at age 19 in 1968, one year 
after graduating from Polytechnic High School 
in Sun Valley. “On my first day, the crew super-
visor sent me to the oil house,” says Gsell, 
who started with the Bureau as a Maintenance 
Laborer at North Hollywood Yard. 

“My first job was cleaning lanterns used on 

wooden barricades and filling them with kero-
sene oil,” he explains. “Today we use plastic 
barricades with electric flashers. Everything 
has changed!

“When I first start-
ed, we didn’t use hard 
helmets or safety vests. 
Now, we are much 
more safety-conscious, 
and we have fewer  
injuries.”

Gsell has spent his 
entire City career with 
the Street Services 
Bureau, except for 
two years in the Army. 
“It has been a quick  
44 years,” he says. 
“Seems like yesterday 
when I showed up for 
work as a teenager.

“This place has 
become like family to 
me. Generations of peo-
ple have worked with 
me, fathers and sons 

and in some cases grandchildren.” He has 
even worked with one employee’s grandfa-
ther’s brother.

Will he try to reach the 50-year mark? 
“That’s a big challenge,” he says. “How much 
longer with the City, I don’t know.” He con-
fesses he is a “creature of habit” now with 
no plans to leave the area or to retire. “You 
become a lifer.”

Gary Gsell.

Club Members: Gain confidence in your public 
speaking and leadership skills. The Public 
Works Pioneers Toastmasters Club meets 
each Wednesday at 12:05 p.m. at 1149 S. 
Broadway in the sixth floor conference 
room 6004. Guests are welcome.  
Joining the Toastmasters is inexpensive, 
educational and fun. If you have any 
questions concerning Toastmasters,  
contact Ivan Gerson at (213) 485-
1169 or Dominic Buenaventura at 
(213) 847-0593.

Toastmasters International is a nonprof-
it, worldwide organization that helps its 
members develop their public speaking 
and leadership skills. The Public Works 
Pioneers Toastmasters Club belongs to 
Area 43 of Division D in the Downtown 
Los Angeles area.

PubliC Works

The Public Works  
Pioneers Toastmasters Club

TOASTMASTERS  
For more inFormation:

Ivan Gerson: (213) 485-1169
Dominic Buenaventura: (213) 847-0593

1149 S. Broadway, 6th Floor 
Conference Room 6004

Join the 

Pioneer 
toastmasters

Wednesdays
12:05 p.m.

®

get a
$50 ArcoGas CardFor Club Members  if they purchase  by December 1
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People We See
in downtown Los Angeles.

{ }Who are the people you see every day?

Meet John Leroy Washington.

Join	us	as	we	help	those	who	live	on	the	streets	with	
Buckets	and	Blankets.	Donate	to	the	cause	as	the	

Club distributes food, toiletries 
and	blankets	to	those	in	
need	(blankets	cost	$7	each).	

Buckets and Blankets is produced in cooperation 
with the Club Angels program and Cre8tive Solutions 
–	Fred	Fowlks	and	Sue	Manzo,	LAFD.

Contact	John	Hawkins	or	Angel	Gomez,	and	
we’ll	take	it	from	there:

jhawkins@cityemployeesclub.com or  
agomez@cityemployeesclub.com

In this monthly feature, Club CEO John Hawkins, and Director of Member Services Angel Gomez, introduce you to people you see every day,  
but you might not know who they are. The Club reminds you that we all have names and stories to tell.{ }

Age: “I’m 51.”

BirthplAce: “Elizabeth, NJ.”

MAritAl stAtus: “Single.”

FAMily: “I have one younger brother.”

pArents MArried or divorced? “Married.”

MilitAry service: “No.”

Where do you live? “No particular area, mainly around 

here on the sidewalk.”

When did you Move to los Angeles? “Three years ago.”

Why did you Move to los Angeles? “I was in Phoenix for 

seven years, and everyone kept saying that there was work in 

Los Angeles. But that’s not really true. Before that, I roamed 

Alabama and North Carolina, looking for work.”

educAtion: “I graduated from Weequahic High School in 

New Jersey.”

plAyed sports in high school? “I played soccer.”

religion: “Nope.”

MedicAtions: “No.”

FAvorite Movie: “The Avengers.”

FAvorite tv shoW: “Laurel and Hardy.”

FAvorite cAndy: “I love chocolate.”

FAvorite Food: “Steak!”

FAvorite plAce in the city: “Museums.”

lAst Book reAd: “A book about the FBI.”

lAst joB: “After high school, I worked for UPS for 10 years, 

then I was fired because the manager didn’t like me. My last 

job was at a Greek restaurant in Phoenix, mainly cleaning up 

tables and washing dishes.”

FAvorite childhood MeMory: “I loved visiting my 

grandparents.”

First night on the street: “Back in 1991, I simply had 

no place to go, and I didn’t know anyone. It just kind of 

happened.”

lAst thing eAten: “This morning I had a breakfast burrito 

that a stranger gave to me.”

Who Are your Friends? “I have one good friend.”

Most helpFul orgAnizAtion: “St. Vincent’s. The only 

problem is that you have to wake up at 4 a.m. and vacate. And 

you have to be in by 10 p.m. Kind of restrictive if they really 

care about the homeless.”

Advice For everydAy people: “Be careful.’”

MAke A Wish: “I wish for a million dollars! I would save it 

and live off the interest.”

Most prized possession: “My I.D. … and my underwear.”

The Club gave John Leroy a Bucket and a Blanket (see left),  
a toothbrush and toothpaste, soap, two pairs of socks, shampoo, 

hand wipes, some food, $20 and bottled water.
The interview took place Sept. 13 at Third and Main Streets downtown.

Photos by Angel Gomez and John Hawkins.

Buckets and Blankets! 

CRE 8 TIVE
FORCE

SOLUTIONS

No. 54 in a series.

®
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Employee 
Appreciation Day

Three City airports honor their employees.

AIRPORTS

Story and photos by Noelle Kauffman, 
Club Counselor

September was full of appre-
ciation as employees at LAX, 

Ontario, and Van Nuys Airports 
took a day out of their hectic sched-

ules to celebrate everyone’s hard work!
The theme this year was Western, which 

meant haystacks, cowboy hats and the phrase 
“howdy” filled the LAWA airports. The Club 
attended these events.

Employees enjoyed venturing from vendor 

to vendor, receiving valuable information as 
well as collecting free gifts, tasty treats, and 
ticket money to enter into the raffle. Employees 
also received one free meal voucher good for 
use at any of the food suppliers, including In-N-
Out Burger, Bourbon Street Fish, Gourmet Grill 
Masters or a taco stand.

All three LAWA events proved to be a suc-
cess, and the Club can’t wait to join in on next 
year’s Employee Appreciation Day fun.

The Club thanks Jimmy Sparks for inviting 
us to the event.

Darlene Smith, Clerk Typist, Risk Management, 25 years of 
City service, Club Member, with her granddaughter, Tabitha 
O’Neal.

Jimmy Sparks, Mechanical 
Helper, LAX, 22 years of City 
service, Club Member, with his 
daughter, Ashley.

From left: Carl Adams, Elevator Mechanic, LAX, 20 years of 
City service; and Etenesh Gebremichael, Custodian, LAX, 
6 years.

From left: Juan De La Parra Contreras, Laborer, Ontario, 10 years of City 
service; Antonio Aleman, MCH, Ontario, 14 years, Club Member; and 
Michael Estrada, Gardener, Ontario, 23 years, Club Member.

From left: Virgilio Cruz, Construction Inspector, Ontario, 24 years of City 
service, Club Member; Sheryl Thomas-Perkins, Sr. Government Affairs 
Representative, Ontario, 21 years; and Cynthia Hemsley, Procurement 
Analyst, Ontario, 24 years, Club Member.

From left: Robin McCoy, Custodian, LAX, 
6 years of City service, Club Member; and 
Kelley Alexander, Custodian, LAX,  
6 years, Club Member.

From left: Brenna Simmons, Custodian, LAX, 
7 years of City service; and Juan Ceja Lomeli, 
Custodian, LAX, 6 years.

Gregory Bland, Head Supervisor, 
LAX, 27 years of City service, Club 
Member.

From left: Mark Diaz, Internal Auditor, 
Ontario, 11 years of City service, Club 
Member; and Jose Rodriguez, Irrigation 
Specialist, Ontario, 20 years, Club Member.

From left: Officer Mike Gonzales, K-9 Unit, 
Ontario, 16 years of City service, Club 
Member; and Sgt. Cedric Sampson, Ontario, 
24 years, Club Member.

From left: Ricardo Jimenez, Carpenter, LAX, 11 years of City service, 
Club Member; Connie Castillo, Maintenance Labor, Ontario, 8 years, 
Club Member; and Gary Ramirez, Maintenance Labor, Ontario, 9 years, 
Club Member.

Salvador Angeles, Landscape, Ontario, 14 years of City 
service, Club Member, gets a massage.

William Hsu, Police Officer, LAX,  
10 years of City service, Club Member, 
with the Club’s Jackie Causillas, Club 
Counselor.

From left: Officer Peter Trance, LAX, 13 years 
of City service, Club Member; and Officer Rob 
Yanez, LAX, 20 years, Club Member.

From left: Sgt. Sophia Mackey-Carzan, LAX, 13 years of  
City service, Club Member; and Sgt. Terry Bibbins, LAX,  
14 years, Club Member.

From left: Maria Elena Gudino, Custodian, LAX, 7 years 
of City service, Club Member; and Blanca Rodriguez, 
Custodian, LAX, 11 years, Club Member.

From left: Alan Peck, Procurement Analyst, Ontario,  
13 years of City service; Lodis Woodmore, Labor Supervisor, 
Ontario, 15 years, Club Member; and Cesar Lopez, Air 
Conditioning Mechanic Supervisor, Ontario, 12 years.

The In- N-Out truck provided lunch for all the 
employees.

Elbert Locke, Custodian, LAX, 
10 years of City service, Club 
Member.

From left: Tanya Lewis-Davis, Bus Operator, LAX, 1 year of City service; Joycette Herndon, Bus 
Operator, LAX, 1 year, Club Member; Evelyn Steen, Bus Operator, LAX, 2 months of City service; 
Sharlette Jackson, Bus Operator, LAX, 2 months of City service, Club Member; and Richard 
Gonzalez, Bus Operator, LAX, 2 months, Club Member.

From left: Roger Morrell, Warehouse and Tool Room 
Worker, Ontario, 5 years of City service, Club Member; 
Jimmy Serrano, Store Keeper II, Ontario, 22 years, Club 
Member; and Rick Miles, Electrician, Ontario, 12 years, 
Club Member.

From left: Officer Jason Smith, LAX, 6 years of City service, Club Member; Officer Long Nguyen, 
LAX, 5 years, Club Member; Officer Sumit Pandya, LAX, 6 years, Club Member; Officer Chris 
Renard, LAX, 5 years, Club Member; and Officer Faramarz Farnia, LAX, 5 years, Club Member.

Officer Ryan Clark, K-9 Unit, Ontario,  
14 years of City service, Club Member, 
with Mia.

From left: Mark McNutty, Security Officer, Ontario, 13 years of 
City service; Jesus Galvez, Supervisor of Paint Shop, Ontario,  
12 years, Club Member; and Clemon Shelton, Custodian, Ontario, 
14 years, Club Member.

From left: Deordis Taylor, Security Officer, LAX,  
7 years of City service, Club Member; and Rudy 
Benitez, Security Officer, LAX, 32 years, Club Member.
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your
  Reviews!

You can be a reviewer! Have 
you just seen a great movie or 

DVD? Read a great book? Been 
to a great play or musical? Write 
a brief review. It’s easy! See the 

instruction box.

n For movies: Make sure the movie is still in theatres. 
For   and books, make sure they are generally avail-
able. For theatre shows: try to submit your review 
before the show closes. 

n All reviews must be written by you (not taken 
from another source) and exclusive to Alive! (not 
offered to another outlet). Violations could end your 
ability to be published in Alive!

n Have fun!

n Keep all reviews to 100 words or fewer, but try to 
write more than one or two sentences.

n Your own comments are more important than a 
long plot summary.

n Give us your score on a scale of 1 to 5. Use this 
format: My Score: X (out of 5).

n Make sure you give us your name and City 
department (or retired).

n Submit your review to:  
talkback@cityemployeesclub.com

n Alive! will send you a small but appropriate “thank 
you” if we publish your review.

100 Words or Fewer Here’s how to submit your review. Alive! accepts entertainment 
reviews of 100 words or fewer. We might not print them all, espe-
cially if we receive multiple reviews for the same movie or DVD.  
Follow these rules:

Reviews by Fellow Club Members

the master
Rated R
my Score: 3 (out of 5)

 Joaquin Phoenix plays an emotionally 
unstable World War II Navy veteran who meets 
the “Master” (Phillip Seymour Hoffman), a 
charismatic leader starting a new religion. 
The Master is writer/director Paul Thomas 
Anderson’s story that parallels the beginnings 
of Scientology. Phoenix becomes an early 
convert to the “cause” and follows the master 
and his wife (Amy Adams) as the movement 
begins to grow.

Despite superb acting, and the excellent 
music of Jonny Greenwood (from the band 
Radiohead), the movie ultimately loses its way 
and becomes annoying more than fascinating, 
both by its two-and-a-half-hour hour length 
and the pointlessness of the story.

– Lou Loomis, Rec and Parks

Arbitrage
Rated R
my Score: 5 (out of 5)

Susan Sarandon and Richard Gere master-
fully play husband and wife in this story of a 
billionaire with a perfect exterior, sliding down 
a slippery slope. While driving with his girl-
friend he has a tragic accident, causing him to 
run from the police and his family. Tim Roth, 
the detective, is desperate to tie Gere to the 
scene of the accident.

Arbitrage is the practice of taking advan-
tage of a price difference between two or more 
markets, striking a combination of matching 
deals that capitalize upon the imbalance. Gere 
does this in business and personal life with 
everyone falling in line.

– D. Samuel Lapides,  
Public Works/Street Services

Pitch Perfect
Rated PG-13
my Score: 5 (out of 5)

Three things surprised me about Pitch 
Perfect: One, Anna Kendrick can sing and act. 
You wouldn’t know it from her being in the 
Twilight saga film series, but she shines like 
a star in this film. Two: Rebel Wilson is an 
absolute joy to see on screen. She stole many 
of the scenes she was in for this film. Three: 
Pitch Perfect is a better version of Glee than 
Glee could ever hope of being after its first 
season. The cast and musical performances 
in this musical comedy are done to cinematic 
perfection and make for one enjoyable movie 
experience.

– Richard Cardenas, LAPD

the Well Digger’s Daughter
Unrated
my Score: 5 (out of 5)

We’ve seen stories of a woman from a 
poor family falling in love with a rich man 
many times before. The way this film unfolds 
is so extraordinarily beautiful and poetic, the 
emotions it evokes are utterly compelling. The 
costumes and sets are perfect. All of the acting 
is stellar, and the sense of irony throughout is 
quite humorous. I enjoyed every minute of it.

– Erin knight, Public Works

End of Watch
Rated R
my Score: 5 (out of 5)

Two young LAPD officers (Jake Gyllenhaal 
and Michael Peña) are marked for death after 
disrupting an international cartel’s illicit deal-
ings in South Los Angeles. End of Watch is one 
of the most exciting, respectful, and violent 
films in recent memory to deal with the most 
serious of problems in the poorest and most 
vulnerable parts of our City. The relationship 
between the two officers is at the heart of this 
well-acted film, and but for the extreme vio-
lence and language, should be seen by every 
thinking adult. 

– Lou Loomis, Rec and Parks

Sinister
Rated R
my Score: 5 (out of 5)

I am telling you all right now: You have to 
see Sinister to witness one of the scariest mov-
ies to come out of Hollywood in a long time. 
And I am not just talking about “ah!” scary 
– I am talking about full-blown-nightmares-all-
night scary. The setup, the mode, the writing, 
the bumps… they all add up to one hell of an 
ending. Granted, most movie fans will abso-
lutely hate the ending, but I believe that horror 
fans will appreciate this ending as it actually 
has some reasoning to it and make sense in 
the realm of horror movies.

– Richard Cardenas, LAPD

Paranorman
Rated PG
my Score: 3 (out of 5)

ParaNorman has its entertaining moments, 
but it’s really lacking in content and originality. 
The storyline is thin and for an animated film; 
it truly needs more activity. Maybe I’m expect-
ing too much from an animated film, but I’ve 
heard such raves about the movie from friends 
that I was disappointed that it didn’t live up to 
the hype. I would recommend waiting for this 
one on cable.

– marilou Romney, LAPD

At the Movies  
• In the cinema 

Are You there god, It’s me, 
karen Carpenter
Musical
Hudson Theatre
Runs weekends, Nov. 30 – Dec. 9

For those of you who missed it last 
time during its very limited run, I 

have great news... Are You There God, 
It’s Me, Karen Carpenter is coming back! 
This time it will be playing at The Hudson 
Theatre in Theatre Row in Hollywood. 
This theatre offers a much larger seat-
ing area, so you have a better chance 
of getting tickets. I know many of you 
were upset after it sold out last time. This 
time also includes a new song, “Merry 
Christmas, Baby” and a few new scenes. 
The choreography by Kim Hale is really a 

fun touch to the 
classic Carpenters 
songs. It almost 
feels like you are 
stepping back 
into a 1970s sit-
com.

This is sure 
to sell out again, 
so get your tick-
ets early! As of 
this time, we 
do not know if 

there will be another run, so this might 
be your last chance to see this original 
musical written, directed, and produced 
by Dane Whitlock, starring Carey Peters 
and Drew Droege, and stage managed by 
yours truly.

Black List
Brad Thor
Thriller Fiction, 371 pages
Atria Books
my Score: 5 (out of 5)

“The Black List” is a top-secret list contain-
ing names of people targeted for assassination 
by covert operatives because they pose a 
threat to national security. Counterterrorism 
operative Scott Harvath’s name was added 
to the list by someone who wants to get rid 
of him.

The book exposes how the government 
monitors technology through the Internet and 
other means of surveillance, preventing citi-
zens from having any privacy.

This action-packed thriller is great until the 
very end, and then you want more.

– Linda Rorex, Personnel

Artifacts (Deluxe Hardcover)
Ron Marz/various artists
Graphic novels; 448 pages
Image Comics
my Score: 5 (out of 5)

Thanks to a friend of mine who works 
over at Top Cow Entertainment, I got an early 
chance to check out the Artifacts Deluxe 
Hardcover, collecting all 14 issues (numbers 
0 – 13) of the Artifacts storyline and series. 
Beautifully woven and bound, and containing 
more than 120 pages of bonus art, sketches, 
scripts and other extras, this hardcover collec-
tion is the type of collectible comic book and 
graphic novel fans wait for. Add to the fact that 
this story completely revamps and changes the 
Top Cow comic book universe, and you have 
yourself a piece of comic book gold.

– Richard Cardenas, LAPD

Book Reviews

Legasista
ESRB Rated T for Teen
my Score: 3 (out of 5)

Legasista is an action/RPG game for the 
PlayStation 3 that will keep most fans of the 
genres pretty satisfied as they grind through 
dungeon after dungeon. However, while the 
initial gameplay is gratifying at first, through 
extended hours of gameplay, the experience 
begins to wear a little thin, and most non-
hardcore gamers will probably stop playing 
at that point. But if you are a fan of dungeon 
crawling, action RPGs, Legasista may sustain 
you until the end of the game. Personally, I 
wish the game were just a little deeper than 
what it is, but it is good enough.

– Richard Cardenas, LAPD

Symphony
ESRB Not Rated
my Score: 5 (out of 5)

Symphony is a shoot ’em up/rhythm musi-
cal game that transforms the music tracks 
on your PC’s hard drive into interactive lev-
els where you pilot a ship through mazes, 
obstacles, enemies and bosses based on 
which song is being played. Released for the 
PC through the Steam.com and Gog.com 
Websites, this visually impressive shooter is 
one of the best-looking games out there at a 
bargain price (under $10). To see your music 
come alive on screen as an interactive level in 
a game, Symphony has truly taken the best of 
gaming and personalized it for each player and 
their music.

– Richard Cardenas, LAPD

Video Gaming
• Videogames online, rental or purchase

Megan Recommends
Theatre recommended by Megan Evanich, Customer 

Service Associate at the Club Store

the Book of mormon
Musical; Mature Audiences
Pantages Theatre, through Nov. 25
my Score: 5 (out of 5)

The creators of South Park (Trey Parker 
and Matt Stone) have really done it this time! 
The Book of Mormon is a musical com-
edy about Mormon missionaries gone awry. 
It satirizes everything in its path, from religion, 

love, society, and even Star Wars. Offensive, 
obscene, crass, and hysterically funny, for 
those easily offended… well, you know who 
you are: Don’t see it. All others: Don’t wait.

Playing to a packed house at the Pantages 
Theatre in Hollywood, this musical comedy 
has great dancing, singing, sets, and a wick-
edly scathing sense of the absurd. You’ll be 
offended, but you’ll laugh yourself silly. 

– Lou Loomis, Rec and Parks

Theatre Reviews
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Cooking
Clubwith the 

with Chef Robert Larios

Send us Your
Recipes!

If you would like your recipe 
published in the next issue of  

Alive!, you may fax your recipes  
to (213) 620-0398 or e-mail us at  
chef@cityemployeesclub.com

• 1 medium size pumpkin
• Salt and pepper to taste
• Parsley
• 1 clove of garlic
• 1 medium size scallion or 1/4 cup red onion
• 1 can (15 oz.) mashed pumpkin
• 1 pint of half and half milk
• 1/4 cup of green chives
• 1 tablespoon extra virgin olive oil

InGReDIenTs:

Perfect Pumpkin soup

DIReCTIOns:

Serves 2 to 4

PumPkins: Pretty Pleasing as souP

Select a medium-size pumpkin for 
use as a decorative soup bowl.

1

Enjoy, and Happy Thanksgiving!9

2 Cut the pumpkin toward the stem 
side so that you can later use the cut 
piece as a lid.

3 Gut the pumpkin seeds and the 
rest of the inside material.

When I mentioned that I was making pumpkin soup, it was common to get a cringing reaction from people. I have a feeling that they all envisioned 
in their minds their decoratively carved but withered pumpkins that they had placed at their homes, simmering in a stew pot. The reality is that 

pumpkin soup can be quite flavorful while simple to make.
There are three methods I have used when making pumpkin soup. And in preserving the concept of keeping Cooking With the Club recipes simple but 

packed with delicious flavor, I’ve decided to go with the recipe that takes a moderate time to prepare, but not so much that you have to put up a tent in the 
kitchen for your dish to finish cooking.

Instead of roasting a pumpkin and then taking the flesh into a mixer, I’ve skipped that step and just bought a can of mashed, unsweetened pumpkin. 
Remember, I’m keeping it simple, although if there are pros out there, feel free to prepare the pumpkin in the roasted pumpkin method, since you’ll be 
able to get the highest quality of flavors this way.

I’m sure that you will agree that the recipe below very closely matches the tremendous taste of roasted pumpkin soup.

4 Place the cleaned pumpkin 
on a baking sheet and put in 
the oven on broil for about 10 
minutes or until the inside of 
the pumpkin has dried out.

6 In a sauce pan on 
medium heat, sauté 
the diced scallions and 
minced garlic in the 
olive oil until slightly 
brown, and then add 
the pumpkin from the 
can. Stir.

7 While stirring, slowly add 
the pint of the half and half 
milk to the pumpkin.

8 Add soup to the medium-sized 
pumpkin that was hallowed out; 
sprinkle finely chopped chives over the 
soup, and place the lid on the pumpkin 
to keep it warm.

5 Open the can of mashed 
pumpkin and place the 
contents in a bowl. Add the 
parsley, pepper and salt.

Holiday 
Classic

From Nov. 2007
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The Los Angeles Regional Food Bank accepts dry, 
shelf-stable, refrigerated and frozen food items, 
prepared foods, foodservice items and personal 

care and cleaning products.

To participate in our Virtual Food Drive go to:

www.lafoodbank.org

Or drop off donations at:

City Employees Club of Los Angeles
120 West 2nd Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012
(800) 464-0452

Food 
drive

Thankful

Los Angeles City 
Employees

Helping Those We Serve

®

®

®
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Members Marketplace
CLASSIFIED ADS

Transport

Road Bike: 9-speed,  

22” Red FELT F85. 

Sole  owner, 100 

miles total. Asking 

$300. Denise @ (323) 

697-8299. 10/12

1959 Dodge 
truck: Restored 
1/2 ton Dodge 
Step-side Pickup 
Truck. Oak bed. 

$18,000. Jim @ (818) 825-0091. 9/12

Wheels: 22” Makavelli 3 piece rims w/tires. 
$1500, very good condition. Info @ (310)628-
3477.  8/12

Coachmen RV 
2005: Purchased 
in 06 in excellent 
condition. 27 ft. 
Sleeps 8-10. 2 
pop-outs, AC, 2 
awnings, full bath 

w/extra outdoor shower. Asking $18,000. 
Fernando Torres @ (562)900-9229, email: 
D7thson@yahoo.com 8/12

2004 Harley 
D a v i d s o n :  
X L 1 2 0 0 R 
Sportster w/
screaming eagle 

kit, under 3500 miles. $5,000. Jerry Napier @ 
(310) 392-2841 or jerry.napier@me.com 8/12

2006 BmW 525i: 
white w/ tan interi-
or. $14,000. Great 
condition, 99k 
miles, automatic, 

factory rims, professionally serviced. Fun reliable 
sporty car. Anthony @ (909) 964-3210.   8/12

C a m p a g n o l o 
Chorus 9 Speed 
group Bike Parts: 
Classic Italian style, 
1996 Campy 
Chorus Road 

Group. Includes brakes, cranks, bottom brack-
et, chainrings & ergo shifters. $500. Contact 
michelle.mowery@lacity.org 6/12w

Vintage Schwinn unicycle: Classic 1960’s,  
in good condition. $75. Contact michelle.
mowery@lacity.org 6/12

tires: Original 
2011 Chevy 
Camaro LTStock 
Tires/Alloy Rims, 

BF Goodrich Radial T/A P245/55 R18. Used only 
900 miles. $700 cash/OBO. Troy @ (213) 216-
3765. 6/12

 2005 Harley Davidson: Custom wheels, lots 
of chrome, air ride system. $16K OBO. Info @ 
(213) 842-2648. 6/12

2011 Heartland-
greystone RV:  
32 ft. 5th wheel. 
Sleeps 3-4, water 
heater/AC/heater & 

much more. Plumbing never used & never 
taken camping. Asking price $30,500. Sal @ 
(626) 833-9689. 6/12

2007 1300  
V-Star touring 
E d i t i o n 
motorcycle: 48k 
FWY miles, runs 
perfect! Black & 

Chrome, new tires, cover included, gets 45 mpg. 
$5,500 OBO. Bill @ (661) 400-9893. 3/12

2001 Honda-70 Dirt Bike: Great condition, 
original owner, serviced annually & well main-
tained. No clutch, great for beginners. $700 
OBO. Info @ (562) 447-3189.   1/12

 
 

Custom 2004 Harley XLH 1200: custom 
chromed pipes & paint, completely tricked out 
show bike. 27K miles. $12,000 OBO. Juandessa 
Johnson @ (310) 213-3321 or tj4bj5@gmail.
com  1/12

Cemetery Plots

4 Cemetery Plots: For sale by owner.  
Adjacent. Panoramic views in Hillside Section 
of Forest Lawn Hollywood Cemetery. 1- Plot: 
$3,500. 4-Plots: $12,800. Jason @ (949) 466-
8542. 10/12

2 Cemetery Plots: Side-by-side, Garden of 
Commemoration, Lot 515 for $5,800 includ-
ing transfer fees in Rose Hills Memorial Park, 
Whittier. Ernie or Celia  @ (323) 257-8887. 10/12 

4 Cemetery Plots: Burial plots (1-4 side by side) 
at Forest Lawn Memorial Park, Covina, CA. In 
Cherished Memory Section 1617 (near the road).  
$3,300 each OBO. Betty @ (626) 286-8649. 8/12

Cemetery Plot: Inglewood Cemetery, Sunset 
Mission Mausoleum, Sanctuary of Grace, 243 
double capacity crypt Tier-3, $10,000 OBO. 
Dennis @ (661) 433-1912.  6/12

Furniture

Dresser w/ mirror & 

1 night stand.  Brand 

new still in the box, 

only wanted bed 

assembly.  Email if you 

want more pictures. Purchased entire bedroom 

set for $1500. Asking $400 for these 3 items.  

John @ (626) 757-5341 or jgonzlz@hotmail.

com  8/12

Leather recliner, Thomasville. 

Price $150 OBO. Rob @ (626) 827-

4386.  7/12

Sofa: Corner 
group w/ 
Ottoman Price: 
$450 OBO. Like 
new, 3 years old, 

Microfiber. Comes w/ pillows & ottoman. Rob 
@ (626) 827-4386.  5/12

Vintage 1950’S 
B a m b o o 
furniture: 5-piece 
retro-deco set. 
Perfect for Tiki 
Room, Man Cave 

or Palm Springs home. Slip covered w/50’s type 
Hawaiian fabric. Awesome condition, no tears/
fading. Sacrifice at $1,800 must downsize.   
More pictures available upon request. Nels @ 
(818) 781-1747.  5/12

Broyhill Dining 
Set: 48” X 48” glass 
table top w/ white 
base & 4 chairs. 
Originally bought for 
$2,000. Great condi-

tion. $700 OBO. Matt @ (818)807-4254. 2/12

Headboard: Queen size, solid oak 72”H x 
65”W x 17”D. Four drawers, 2 lights, plug bar. 
Missing one mirror. Very good condition. $175 
OBO. John @ (626) 584-1302. 1/12

Homes/rentals/land

House for Rent: 2BD in North Long Beach, 
dining room w/laundry hook ups. Large living 
room + yard & garage. Nice area.  $1500/mo.  
Lorraine @ (562)537-5972.   10/12

Room for Rent: North Whittier area, next to 
605/60 fwys, in CA Country Club residence, 
up-scale neighborhood. Xtra lg furnished BD 
w/Queen bed, lots closet space. Share house 
w/Firefighter dad & 19yr college son. Male w/o 
additional live-in obligations. Share BA, utilities 
included & laundry use. $600 per mo. John @ 
(626)757-5341 or jgonzlz@hotmail.com 9/12

for Sale: Land in scenic Lake Elizabeth w/ lake 
& golf. Great area to build for weekend get-
aways/retirement home. Land (2 parcels) have 
been surveyed & perc/soils tests performed. 25 
mins from Santa Clarita.  $17,000 & $35,000. 
Frances @ (805) 583-5321. 8/12

Room for Rent: Inglewood, cozy bedroom 
$500/month, 333 E. 97th St. Utilities paid, 
non smoker, no drugs or pets. Shared bath-
room, kitchen & washer dryer. Sharon/Randy 
Coleman @ (310) 677-5292. 8/12

for Rent: Lovely apartment in LA/Baldwin Hills 
(5-units). 2BD/1BA, kitchen, living room, dining 
room, 1-car garage. Downstairs unit. New paint, 
carpet, windows & fixtures. Very quiet. Don 
Tomaso Dr. Close to public transportation. Info 
@ (310) 365-1868. 8/12

Rooms for Rent: 1430 sq. ft condo, 3BD/ 2BA, 
4835 E. Anaheim St. Long Beach. Bedroom 1: 12 
x 12- $650/mo; Bedroom 2: large loft w/private 
room- $800/mo. Many amenities but no pets. 
Info @ (714) 376-3889. 7/12 

House for Rent: 2BD/1BA, garage, laundry 
hookups & yard. Walking distance to bus stops, 
schools, stores, etc. Easy access to 710 freeway. 
$1,400/mo + security deposit. Info @ (310) 
832-8794.  7/12

for Rent: House, 2BD/1BA, Washington/
LaBrea area. Newly decorated, nice neighbor-
hood. No pets. Only first mo + security depo. 
$1,275/mo. Info @ (323) 766-1876. 6/12

for Rent: 2BD/1BA in 5 unit apt complex. Cozy, 
located @ 5347 Oakland Street, Los Angeles. 
Just $1100/mo. Miranda @ (626) 422-1020. 6/12

for Rent: 3BD/2BA, gorgeous fully remod-
eled  SFH in Wilmington. $2050/mo. Stove, 
dishwasher, w/d combo. Gardener included. 
Call Lori @ (310) 780-3027.  5/12

for Rent: 2 BD/1BA apt, newly remodeled,  
1 parking space, no pets, near Frank Hotchkiss 
LAFD site,  on  Bernard St. $1,000/mo., 1 yr. 
lease. Application process. Info @ (323) 919-
1163.   5/12

for Rent: Cozy single family Craftsman House 
in North Alhambra: 3BD + bonus room/1BA 
in desirable school district.  Spacious back-
yard, inviting front porch, driveway & garage. 
Laundry room, fireplace, dining room & new 
flooring. Sorry, no pets.  $1400/mo + security 
deposit. Shubingyu2000@yahoo.com 4/12

for Rent:  Charming House, 1BD + Den, 
1BA, 1-car garage. Front & backyard w/cov-
ered patio.  Glendale area of Crescenta Valley. 
$1,400. Farah @ (310) 703-2897. 4/12

for Sale: 10 Acre property in Acton. Ready 
to build. Grading done. Beautiful 360 views. 
Utilities available. $165K. Bill @ (661) 400-
9893. 3/12

Household Items

Christian Dior China:  
12 place settings, pattern 
“Casablanca”, 5-pieces per set-
ting, unused. $400 each OBO. 
Christal @ (213) 978-6843. 4/12

Estate Sale: Brand new daybed & bunkbeds 
w/ mattresses. Like new Maytag stacked 
washer/gas dryer & portable A/C unit on 
wheels. Gloria @ (323) 737-5342. 4/12

Miscellaneous

Snap-on tool Box: Classic 78, great condition, 
pinstripe on side of box. 51” Wide x 21” Deep x 
44” High. $2,200 OBO. Ben @ (818)497-3394.
 9/12

many Items: Lexmark  X2470 Color Printer 
$90, Gossen Luna Pro SBC Light Meter $100, 
Kodak Brownie 8 Projector $25, Radio Shack 
Computer Chess Game $25, Kato Unitrack HO 
Track Set w/Powerpack $40, Polaroid Model 95 
Camera $25, Pontiac Rally Wheel Inserts (Red 
PMD) $60. Info @ (213) 792-3130. 8/12 

Air Compressor: Twin pack 5 gal 3HP115 
volts, Craftsman brad nailer, air drive, new, 
used in my home 2 days, make offer. George 
@ (818) 764-2091. 8/12

Boxing gloves: Plus 
head gear, like new. 
Size LG/XLG, $85. Info 
@ (818) 825 - 1264. 

7/12

 

thomas kinkade Art:  I have 5 paintings that 
I need to sell. Canvas paintings various series, 3 
mountain scenes, 1 Christmas & flag over New 
York. Please email chatkatmcmahon@aol.com 
& we will send more information.     5/12

Deluxe Organ: Upright 
Lowrey Genius Model  
G-160, w/two 44-note key-
boards & 13 pedals. 36”H x  
43”W x 23.5”D, 120 lbs. 
$800 OBO. Christal @ (213) 
978-6843. 4/12

iPad tablet Cleaner: The “iSlip” &  
“iSlipTuFF” @ Cooper-Product.com. Free ship-
ping. Available in 13 colors, $8.95 to CECLA, use 
Discount Code: CECLA.  1/12

Casiotone 401 
k e y b o a r d : 
Manual, cover, 
foot pedal. Mint 

condition $200. Specifications, photos at 
“casiotonecollectionblogspot.com/2009/11/
casiotone-401”. Song books, Metronome 
available.  Frances Mooney @ (310) 324-

3117.  1/12

Travel / Timeshare

timeshare: 2BD suite, sleep up to 8. Various 
locations including Hawaii, Mexico, Caribbean 
& more. Great prices ranging from $700 to 
$1500 a week depending on location & season. 
Charles Ella @ (818)342-2774 or charles-
jones2@juno.com 10/12

timeshare: Mayan Sea Gardens/Acapulco 2 
units, 1BD, full kit & lvng rm, each sleeps 4 
privately. Sep 28-Oct 5 or Oct 5-12, 2012 . Rent 
1 unit or both, 1 wk or both. 7 nights - $600/per 
unit, $1000/both. Info @ (972) 291-2871.  8/12

Vacation Rental: 
Lake Tahoe Cabin 
in beautiful forest 
setting. 4BD/3 BA, 
large deck, BBQ, 
satellite TV. Close 
to beach, bike 

path, stables, boat launch, hiking, casinos. Jess 
@ (626) 797-5992. 3/12

timeshare: Cancun Mexico. Fiesta Americana, 
2BD, silver package. Earns 3500 pts annually. 
Feet from the sand, 5 minutes walk to town.  
Serious buyers info @ (562) 447-3189.  1/12

Vacation rental in  
Big Bear Lake:  
3 BD/2 BA house locat-
ed in the village of Big 
Bear Lake, CA, near the 
lake. Fully furnished. 

Contact John Long @ (909) 837-8347. 2/11

mountain Lake campground membership:  
2 life time. Paid $9,000 asking $4,500 OBO. 
Details @ (909) 606-5633.  4/11

Sunset World timeshare: Cancun, Mexico. 
Sleeps 4 facing ocean. Avail: anytime except week-
ends of July 4, Thanksgiving, Christmas & New 
Year. $600/7 days Saturday to Saturday. Available 
starting April. Gina @ (818) 265-5940.  3/11

wanted

Wanted: Looking for a 2BD+, w/d hookup 
preferred, garage in San Pedro or within 
5  miles. Maximum Rent $1100. Contact: 
a.townsend78@gmail.com 9/12

Wanted: Do you have a Desert Tortoise 
looking for a new “approved” home?  Marcell 
Baines @ (310) 323-5313. 7/12

Wanted: Female roommate w/ child ok, 
share 2BD apt w/pool/Jacuzzi/sports/gym. 
Deb @ (424) 772-8356.  5/12

Wanted: 35mm slide projector, Kodak 
Carousel 850 Auto-Focus. Harold @ (818) 
892-9328. 7/11 

Classified 
Submission 
Deadline:

11/9/2012
for publication  

in the December  
issue of Alive!

new Ads This Month!
Refrigerator: L.G. 26.5 cu.ft capacity side 
by side, ice & water dispensing; system– lED  
lighting & digital temp. Controls, like new,  
great bay, only $500. Rosemary @ (951)218-
4414. 11/12

2 Cemetery Plots: Garden of Benevolence 

@ Rose Hills Memorial Park-Whittier, CA.  

1 for $2,500 – both for $4,800. Peggy @ (951) 

486-3767. 11/12

Airless Paint Sprayer: 2750 piston pump, 
25’ hose, metal spray gun, simplified set 
-up & clean-up, 2 gal. capacity, only  $75.  

Rosemary @ (951)218-4414. 11/12

2 Cemetery Plots: Valhalla Cemetery in 

North Hollywood, Lot 19 & 20, Section 470, 

Block H. $7,000 for both. Thomas @ (602) 

770-9389. 11/12

Duplex for Rent: 1BD/1BA, kitchen & liv-
ing room. Near Vernon & Main Street area.  
Nice neighbors, non smokers & taking only 
Section 8 tenants. Jimmy @ (323)737-4879 

or (323)231-9433.  11/12

for Rent: Studio unit, newly remodeled. 
Bamboo kitchen cabinets, granite counters, 
hardwood laminate flooring, no pets, near 
South Pasadena. $600/mo. 1-year lease,  
application process. Info @ (323)919-1163.
 11/12

Wanted: I buy all kinds of collectibles: 
crystal, Disney, fishing gear, military items, 
musical instruments, pocket knives, gold 
& silver, Radko, WDCC. Michael @ (626) 
592-2929. 11/12

Cuckoo Clock: Beautiful & 
musical 26”, 8-day, hunter 
style, carved wood. Reduced 
price $850. Info @ (818) 825 - 
1264. 11/12

tV: 50 inch lg plasma tv, 
needs a circuit board. 
Reduced price $195. Info 
@ (818) 825 - 1264. 11/12

Desk: Mahogany wood, 

cute, 4 drawers  on each 

side, case slot top, plus 

many small drawers inside 

when lid opens. Reduced 

price $250. Info @ (818) 

825 - 1264. 11/12

Bass fishing Boat: Goldstream 18’, 1973 
has bait tank, 6 seats, trailer w/2 extra spare 
tires. Reduced price $3,500. Info @ (818) 
825 - 1264. 11/12

Bayliner Boat: 24’, 1999 cabin cruiser, 
loaded. Kitchen, dining, 2BD/1BA. Reduced 
price $27,000. Info @ (818) 825 - 1264. 11/12

FREE
CLUB MEMBERS:  
to place your free 

classified ad 
send us your information  

(25 total words maximum) 
including your name, item, 
description, price, phone 

number or e-mail address.

You can fax to  
(213) 620-0598 or email to 

classifieds@ 
cityemployeesclub.com 

We’ll run your ad in the next 
available issue on a space 

available basis. Your ad may  
be edited for length or 

appropriateness.

CLASSIFIED ADS
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• ALL TICKETS SUBJECT TO 
AVAILABILITY. PRICES MAY 
CHANGE.

• DO NOT SEND CASH – ALL SALES 
ARE FINAL – NO REFUNDS.

• All checks and credit cards have 
to be issued by the member. Third 
party checks and credit cards will 

not be accepted.
• When visiting Club offices, only 

the first 15-minutes of parking 
will be validated. 

• Tickets must be mailed to your 
home address.

• City Employees Club of Los 
Angeles cannot be held  

responsible for money or  
tickets lost in the mail.

• For your convenience, the Club 
accepts VISA or MasterCard.

• maximum 12 tickets per event/ 
theatre/attraction per order.

• Allow 3 to 7 days for delivery. 

To order by Credit Card visit us at 
www.cityemployeesclub.com

To order by Phone: 
Call (888) 777-1744

To order by Mail: 
City Employees Club of Los Angeles,

120 West 2nd Street,
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Check or Money Order (please paper clip to order form) 
Make checks payable to City Employees Club of Los Angeles

theatre tickets
aMc

Restricted Tickets   $13.50 $6.25 X =$
Good Any Time   $13.50 $7.75 X =$
Small Popcorn   $5.50 $3.25 X =$
Small Drink   $4.50 $3.25 X =$
Movie Pack   $35.00 $24.50 X =$
Includes 2 unrestricted movie passes, 2 small drink concession and 1 small popcorn concession.

california science center iMaX 
Adult   $ 8.25 $6.00 X =$
Child (4-12)   $5.00 $4.50 X =$

cinemark theatres 
Good Any Time   $10.75 $7.75 X =$

Galaxy theatres – Good Any Time   $11.00 $7.75 X =$

Harkins Movie theatres 
Restricted   $10.00 $6.25 X =$
Good Any Time   $10.00 $7.75 X =$

Krikorian theatres – Good Any Time   $11.00 $7.75 X =$

laemmle theatres – Good Any Time   $11.00 $6.25 X =$

landmark theaters
Good Any Time   $12.50 $8.25 X =$
$1.50 surcharge for use at West LA; $2.50 for 3-D.

Pacific theatres
Restricted   $12.50 $6.25 X =$
$2 surcharge for use at Grove, not valid at Arclight.

Gift Book   $40.00 $27.75 X =$
2 unrestricted admissions, 2 medium drinks, 1 medium popcorn.

rave Motion Pictures “rave 18” 
Restricted  Formerly “The Bridge”    $14.00 $6.25 X =$
Good Any Time   $14.00 $7.75 X =$

regal/edwards cinema/United artists
Restricted   $12.50 $6.75 X =$
Good Any Time   $12.50 $7.75 X =$

regency theatres – Good any time   $11.50 $7.25 X =$

Ultrastar cinemas 
Good Any Time   $10.00 $6.25 X =$
Tickets can be upgraded for 3-D, IMAX, or ETX.

Attraction tickets
adventure city

Adult/Child   $14.95 $10.75 X =$

aquarium of the Pacific
Adult   $24.95 $17.25 X =$
Child (3-11)   $12.95 $10.25 X =$
Expires 11/30/2012.  

Boomer’s family fun centers
All Day Pass   $24.99 $16.25 X =$

catalina
Island Express – Round Trip  Adult $72.50 $60.75 X =$
 Child $57.00 $51.25 X =$
Expires 12/31/2012. Not valid 5/26-28, 7/3-5, 9/1-3.

cleopatra at the california science center
Adult   $19.75 $15.00 X =$
Child (4-12)   $12.75 $12.75 X =$
Child ticket not discounted, must redeem at the box office for timed ticket.  

davey’s locker
Whale Watching Adult $30.00 $21.00 X =$
 Child $25.00 $17.00 X =$
Sportfishing – 1/2 Day Adult $40.00 $30.25 X =$
 Child $29.00 $25.75 X =$
Sportfishing – Full Day Adult $69.00 $56.25 X =$
 Child $55.00 $47.75 X =$

disneyland/california adventure
1-Day 1-Park Adult $87.00 $83.75 X =$
Expires 12/31/2013.  Child (3-9) $81.00 $78.00 X =$
1-Day Park Hopper Adult $125.00 $114.50 X =$
Expires 12/31/2013.   Child (3-9) $119.00 $109.25 X =$
2-Day 1-Park  Adult $170.00 $158.50 X =$
Expires 12/31/2013.  Child (3-9) $158.00 $147.25 X =$
2-Day Park Hopper Adult $200.00 $180.25 X =$
Expires 12/31/2013.   Child (3-9) $188.00 $169.50 X =$
SoCal Select Annual Passport   $269.00 $255.75 X =$
Valid 1 year from date of activation. Must be activated before 12/31/2013. Valid 170 days.

SoCal Annual Passport   $329.00 $312.75 X =$
Valid 1 year from date of activation. Must be activated before 12/31/2013. Valid 215 days.

Deluxe Annual Passport  $469.00 $445.75 X =$
Valid 1 year from date of activation. Must be activated before 12/31/2013. Valid 315 days.

Premium Annual Passport w/Parking  $649.00 $616.75 X =$
Valid 1 year from date of activation. Must be activated before 12/31/2013. No blackout dates.

Golf N’ stuff
3 Hour Unlimited Wristband: Norwalk location  $30.00 $16.25 X =$
All Park Pass: Ventura location  $20.00 $15.25 X =$

K1 speed racing
Admit one  $25.95 $15.25 X =$
This pass entitles the owner to one 14 Lap race and a annual license for the day.  
Minimum height requirement 4’10”. 

Knott’s Berry farm
1-Day  Adult $57.99 $31.25 X =$
Expires 12/31/2012. Child (3-11) $28.99 $22.25 X =$

la Zoo
Adult  $16.00 $11.25 X =$
Chil d (2-12)  $11.00 $8.25 X =$

legoland
Adult  $75.00 $55.25 X =$
Child (3-11)  $65.00 $55.25 X =$
Expires 12/31/2012. Comes with 2nd day free to use within 90 days of 1st use.

Sea Life Resort Hopper Adult $95.00 $65.25 X =$
 Child (3-11) $85.00 $65.25 X =$
Expires 12/31/2012. Pass includes admission to Legoland, Sea Life Aquarium and the new waterpark. Ticket comes with a second day free to all 3 attractions. 

Annual Pass Adult $179.00 $169.50 X =$
 Child (3-11) $149.00 $139.50 X =$
Available through our website only. Pass must be activated within 90 days of purchase. Expiration 1-year from activation.

Madame tussauds Wax attraction
Adult  $25.00 $12.25 X =$
Child (4-12)  $18.00 $10.25 X =$
Expires 12/31/2012.

clUB  
Price QUaNtitY total

retail 
Price

clUB  
Price QUaNtitY total

retail 
Price

Magic Mountain
General Admission (3 and up)  $61.99 $36.99 X =$
Includes admission to Halloween events. Expires 12/31/2012. 

Medieval times
Adult   $57.95 $43.75 X =$
Child (0-12)  $35.95 $31.75 X =$
Not valid 12/31/2012. 

Mulligan’s family fun center
All Day Pass Adult/Child $23.99 $16.75 X =$
Restrictions: Pass gives 1 Adult or Child unlimited use of Laser Tag, Miniature Golfing, Go-Karts/Speedway and the Rock Wall. This ticket is valid Friday, Saturday, 
and Sunday, major holidays and everyday during the summer. Attractions vary per location. Certain height, weight, restrictions may apply. This ticket is accepted at 
Mulligan Torrance, Murrieta, and Palmdale.

Gift Certificate  $15.00 $10.25 X =$  

Pirates dinner adventure
Adult  $56.95 $32.25 X =$
Child  $37.95 $27.75 X =$

Queen Mary
Adult  $24.95 $20.25 X =$
Child (4-11)  $21.95 $10.50 X =$

san diego safari Park
Adult  $42.00 $34.25 X =$
Child (3-11)  $32.00 $26.00 X =$
2-Visit Pass Adult $76.00 $57.25 X =$
 Child (3-11) $56.00 $42.25 X =$

san diego Zoo
Adult  $42.00 $34.25 X =$
Child (3-11)  $32.00 $26.00 X =$
2-Visit Pass Adult $76.00 $57.25 X =$
 Child (3-11) $56.00 $42.25 X =$

santa Monica Pier/Pacific Park
Unlimited Wristband  $18.95 $13.00 X =$ 
Expires 1/7/2013.  

sea World san diego
1-Day Adult $73.00 $58.25 X =$
 Child (3-9) $65.00 $58.25 X =$

speedzone
3 Hour Unlimited Pass  $49.99 $25.25 X =$
Unlimited use of rides and Mini-golf. Expires 1/25/2013. 

Universal studios
Buy 1-Day: get 2-Days free! 

 Adult/Child (under 48”) $77.00 $69.00 X =$ 
Expires 12/31/2012. 

gift Certificates
see’s candies

Gift Certificate (1 lb .)  $16.90 $12.75 X =$

Ordering online is fast and easy!

Attraction tickets, continued

To place an order visit us at: 
WWW.CITyeMPlOyeesCluB.COM

 

 Member’s name

 Home Street Address

 City     State    Zip

 Home Phone                            Work Phone

 Club Member Number
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Buy 1, Get 1 FREE!

New

Shipping & Handling 
tax (only applicable to all merchandise, not on tickets)   x 8.75% = $
tickets: first class Mail w/ delivery confirmation $2.99 x 1 = $

tickets: certified Mail (requires a signature upon delivery) $4.99 x 1 = $

tickets: Priority Mail (2-3 days) $7.00 x 1 = $

Hats, Watches, clothing, etc. (all merchandise) $7.50             (any quantity) = $

merchandise
iteM:          = $
iteM:          = $
iteM:          = $
iteM:          = $
iteM:          = $

 
 

     siZe       color       Price     QUaNtitY               total

** Please be aware that black-out dates and restrictions may apply to the use of discounted tickets.

$SuBtOtAL 

$tOtAL (please include shipping) 

New

New

New
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...reminds us of the importance of family.
...reminds us of the importance of friends.

...reminds us that working hands have dignity.
...reminds us to be grateful  

for our blessings.
...reminds us we are  
all part of the human 

family.
...reminds us how  
grateful we are  

for you.

City Employees Club  
of Los Angeles

Celebrating the lives  
of City Employees.

Happy  
Thanksgiving!  

From The Club.

®

®
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